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tes sint aut Regimine subsint in aliquo Ipsamque et ipsos ab eisdem separamus et

separatos esse volumus per Prasentes ac quod Corona nostree 4 rngliz immediate sint
subjecti et de eadem dependentes imperpetuum = Et si fortd imposterum contingat
Dubitationes aliquas’ Qiiestiones circa verum Sensum et Intellectum alicujus Verbi
Clausul® vel Sententize in hac praesenti Charta nostra contentee generari eam semper
ct in omnibus Interpretationem adhiberi et in quibuscunque Curiis et Preetoriis nos-
tris obtinere volumus preecipimus et mandamus qua preefato modd Baroni de Ba/-

timore Heredibus et Assignatis suis benignior utilior et favorabilior esse judicabitur

Proviso semper quod nulla fiat Interpretatio per quam sacro-sancta Dei et vera Chris-

tiana Religio aut Ligeantia Nobis Haeredibus et Successoribus nostris debita Immu-

tatione Prejudicio vel Dispendio in aliquo patiantur Eo quod expressa Mentio &c
In cujus Rei &c T, R. apud Westmonasterium XX Die Junii.

Per Breve de Privato Sigillo.

CONSTITUTION OF MARYLAND—1776.*

A DECLARATION or RIGHTS, and the CONSTITUTION and Form of
GOVERNMENT, agreed o by the Delegates of Maryland, in free and full Convention

assembled, .
A DECLARATION or RIGHTS, &c.

'I‘HEpar]izylhiéht of Great Britain, by a declaratory act, having assumed a Hght to

make laws to hind the Colonies in all cases whatsoever, and, in pursuance of stich
claim, endeavoured, by force of arms, to subjugate the United Colonies to an uncon-
ditional submission to their will and power, and having at length constrained them to
declare themselves independent States, and to assume government under the authority
of the people;—Therefore we, the Delegates of Maryland, in free and full Conven-
tion assembled, taking into our most serious consideration the best means of estab-
lishing a good Constitution in this State, for the sure foundation and more permanent
security thereof; declare,

I. That all government of right originates from the people, is founded in compact
only, and instituted solely fof the good of the whole.

IL. That the people of this State ought to have the sole and exclusive right of
regulating tlie internal government and police thereof. . ; o

II1. That the inhabitants of Maryland are entitled to the common law of England,
and the tiial by jury, according to the course of that law, and to the benefit of such
of the English’ statutes, as existed at the time of their first emigration, and which, by
experience, have been found applicable to their local and other circumstances, and of
such others as have been since made in England, or Great Britain, and have been
introduced, used and practised by the courts of law or equity; and also to acts of
Assembly, in force on the first of June seventcen hundred and seventy-four, except
such as may have since expired, or have been or may be altered by acts’ of Conven-
tion, or this Declaration of Rights—subject, nevertheless, to_the_ revision of; and
amendment or repeal by, the Legislature of this State: and the inhabitants of Mary-
land are alsp entitled to all property, derived to them, from or under the Charter,
granted by his Majesty Charles 1. to Caecilius Calvert, Baron of Baltimore.

IV, That all persons invested with the legislative or executive powers of govern-

ment are the trustees of the public, and, as such, accountable for ‘their conduct; -

wherefore, whenever the ends of government are perverted, and public liberty ani-
festly endangered, and all other means of redress are ineffectual, the people may, and
of right ought, to reform the old or establish a new government., The doctrine of

*This constitution was framed by a convention which met at Annapolis August 14, 1776, and com-
pleted its labors November 11, 1776. It was not submilted to the people.
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non-resistance, against arbitrary power and oppression, is absurd, slavish, and destruc-
tive of the good and happiness of mankind. , o

V. That the right in the people to participate in the Legislature, is the best security
of liberty, and the foundation of all free government; for this purpose,. clections
ought to be free and frequent, and every man, having property in; 2 common interest
with, and an attachmeiit to the community, ought to have a right of suffrage,

VI. That the legislative, executive and judicial powers of government, ought to
be forever separate and distinct from each other.

VII. That ho power of suspending laws, or the execution of laws, unless by or
derived from the Legislature, ought to be exercised or allowed.

VIIL That freedom of spcech and debates, or proceedings in the Legislature, ought
not to'be impeached in'any other court or judicature,

IX. That a place for the meeting of the Legislature ought to be fixed, the most
convenient to the members thereof, and to the depository of public records; and the
Legislature ought not to be convened or held at any other place, but from evident
necessity. , ,

X. ‘I'hat, for redress of grievances, and for amending, strengthening and preserving
the laws, the Legislature ought to be frequently convened.

XI. ‘That every man hath a right to petition the Legislature, for the redress of
grievances; in a peaceable and orderly manner,

XII. That no aid, charge, tax, fee, or fees, ought to be set, rated, or levied, under
any pretence, without consent of the Legislature, ,

XIIL That the levying taxes by the poll is grievous and oppressive, and ought to
be abolished; that paupers ought not to be assessed for the support of government;
but every other person in the State ought to contribute his proportion of public taxes,
for the support of government, according to his actual worth,in real or personal
property, within the State; yet fines, dutics, or taxes, may properly and justly be
imposed or laid, with a political view, for the good government and benefit of the
cominunity. ‘

XIV. 'That sanguinary laws ought to be avoided, as far as is consistent with the
safety of the State: and no law, to inflict eruel and unusual pains and penalties,
ought to be made in any case, or at any time hereafter,

XV. That retrospective laws, punishing facts committed before the existence of such
laws, and by them only declared criminal, are oppressive, unjust, and incompatible
with liberty; wherefore no ex pos/_facfo law ought to be made,

XVI. That no law, to attaint particular persons of treason or felony, ought to be
made in any case, orat any time hereafter, ‘

XVIIL 'That every freeman, for any injury done him in his person or property,
ought to have remedy, by ‘the course of the law of the land, and ought to have jus-
tice and right freely without sale, fully without any denial, and speedily without delay,
according to the law of the land. ,

XVIIL ‘That the trial of facts where they arisc, is onc of the greatest secutities of
the lives, liberties and estates of the people. ,

XIX. That, in all criminal prosecutions, every man hath a right to be informed of
the accusation against him; to have a copy of the indictment or charge in due time
(if required) to prepare for his defence; to be allowed counsel; to be confronted with
the witnesses against him; to have process for his witnesses; to examine the witnesses,
for and against him, on oath; and to a speedy -trial by an impartial jury, without
whose unahimous consent he ought tiot to be found guilty.

XX. That no man ought to be compelled to give evidence against himself, in a
common court of law, or in any other court, but in such cases as have’ heen usually
practised in this State, or may hereafter be directed by the Legislature.

XXI. ‘That no freeman ought to be taken, or imprisoned, or disseized of his free-
hold, liberties, or privileges, or outlawed, or exiled, or in_any manner destroyed, or
deprived of his life, liberty, or property, but by the judgment of his peers, or by the
law of the land, <

XXIL That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed,
nor cruel or unusual punishments inflicted, by the courts of law,
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XXIIIL That all warrants, without oath or affirmation, to search suspected places,
or to seize any person or property, are grievous and oppressive; and alF general war-
rants—to scarch suspected places, or to apprehend suspected persons, without naming
or describing the place, or the person in special—are illegal, and ought not to be
granted.

XXI1V. That there ought to be no forfeiture of any part of the estate of any per-.
son, for any crime except murder, or treason against the State, and then only on con-
viction and attainder.

XXV. That a well-regulated militia is the proper and natural defence of a free
government, - ; s

XXVI. That standing armigs are dangerous to liberty, and ought not to be raised
or kept up, without consent of the Legislature.

XXVIIL That in all cases, and at all times, the military ought to be under strict
subordination to and control of the civil power,

XXVIII. That no soldier ought to be quartered in any house, in time of peace,
without the consent of the owner; and in time of war, in such manner only, as the
Legislature shall direct.

XXIX. ‘That no person, except regular soldiers, mariners, and marines in the ser-
vice of this State, or militia when in actual service, ought in any case to be subject
to or punishable by martial law. - .y

XXX. That the independency and uprightness of Judges are essential to the im-
partial:administration of justice, and a great sccurity to the rights and libertics of the
people; wherefore the Chancellor ‘and Judges ought to hold commissions during
good behaviour; and the said Chancellor and Judges shall be removed for misbe-
haviour, on conviction in a court of law, and may be removed by the Governor, upon
the address of the General Assembly; rovided, ‘That two-thirds of all the members
of each House concur in such address. ‘That salarics, liberal, but not profuse, ought
to be secured to the Chancellor and the Judges, during the continuance of their
commissions, in such manner, and at such times, as the Legislature - shall hereafter
direct, upon consideration of the circumstances of this State. No Chancellor or
Judge ought to hold any other office, civil or military, or receive fees or perquisites
of any kind. ,

XXXI. That a long continuance, in the first executive departments of power or
trust, is dangerous to liberty ; a rotation, therefore, in those departments, s one of
the best securitics of permanent freedom,

XXXIIL That no person ought to hold, at the same time, more than one office of
profit, nor ought any person, in public trust, to receive any present from any foreign
prince or state, or from the United States, or any of them, without the approbation
of this State. ,

XXXIH. That, as it is the duty of every man to worship God in such manner as
he thinks most acceptable to him; all persons, professing the Christian religion, are
cqually entitled to protection in their religious liberty; wherefore no person ought by
any law to be molested in his person or estate on account of his religious persuasion
or profession, or for his religious practice; unless, under colour of religion, any man
shall disturb the good order, peace or safety of the State, or shall infringe the laws
of morality, or injure others, n their natural, civil, or religious rights; nor ought any
person to be compelled to frequent or maintain, or contribute, unless on contract, to
maintain any particular place of worship;-or any particular ministry ; yet the Legis-
lature ‘may, in their discretion, lay a general and equal tax, for the support of the
Christian religion ; leaving to cach individual the power of appointing the payment
over of the money; collected from him, to the suppott of any particular place of
worship or minister, or for the benefit of the poor of his own denomination, or the
poor in general of any particular county: but the churches, chapels, glebes, and all
other property now belonging to the church of England, ought to remain to the
church of England forever. And all acts of Assembly, lately passed, for collect-
ing monies for building or repairing patticular churches or chapels of ease, shall con-
tinue in force, and be executed, unless the Legislature shall, by act, supersede or
repeal the same: but no county court shall assess any quantity of tobaceo, or sum
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of moncy, hereafter, on. the application of any vestry-men or church-wardens; and
every encumbent of the church of England, who hath remained in his parish, and
performed his duty, shall be entitled to receive the provision and support established
by the act, entitled “An act for the support of the clefgy of the church of England,
in this Province,” till the November court of this present ycar, to be held for the
county in which his parish shall lie, or partly lie, or for such time as he hath remained
in his parish, and performed his duty. ‘ ; o

XXXIV. ‘That every gift, sale, or devise of lands, to any minister, public’ teacher,
or preacher of the gospel, as such, or to any religious scct, order or denomination,
or to or for the support, use or bénefit of, or in trust for, any minister, public teacher,
or preacher of the gospel, as such, or any religious sect order or denomination—and
every gift or sale of goods, or chattels, to go in succession, or to take place after
the death of the seller or donor, or to or for such' support, use or benefit—and also
every devise of goods or chattels to or for the support, use or benefit of any minister,
public teacher, or preacher of the gospel, as such, or any religious scct, order, or de-
nomination, without the leave of the Legislature, shall be void; except always any
sale, gift, lease or devise of any quantity of land, not excceding two acres, for a
church, meeting, or other house of worsruip, and- for a burying-ground, which shall
be improved, enjoyed or used only for such purpose—or such sale, gift, lease, or de-
vise, shall be void, ‘

XXXV. That no other test or qualification ought to be réquired, on ddmission to
any office of trust or profit, than such oath of support and fidelity to this State, and
such oath of office, as shall be directed by this Convention, or the Legislature of this
State, and a declaration of a belief in the Christian religion. ‘

XXXVI, That the manner of administering an oath to any person, ought to he
such, as those of the religious persuasion, profession, br denomination, of which such
person is one, generally estcem the most cficctual confirmation, by the attestation of
the Divine Being. And that the' people called Quakers, those called Dunkers, and
those called Menonists; holding it unlawful to take an oath on any occasion, ouglit to
be allowed to make their solemn aflirmation; in-the manner that Quakers have heen
heretofore allowéd to affirmi; and to be of the same avail as an oath,in all such cases,
as the affirmation of Quakers hath been allowed and accepted within this State,
instead of an oath. And further, on such afirmation, warrants to search for stolen
goods, or for the apprchension or commitment of offenders, ought to be granted, or
security for the peace awarded, and Quakers, Dunkers or Menonists ought also, on
their solemn affirmation as aforesaid, to be admitted as witnesses, in all criminal cascs
not capital, : ‘ ,

XXXVII. That the city of  Annapolis ought to have all its rights, privileges and
benefits, agreeable to its Charter, and the acts of Assembly confirming and regulat-
ing the same, subject nevertheless to such alteration as may be made by this Con-
vention, or any future Legislature, - _

XXXVIIL That the liberty of the press ought to be inviolably preserved.

XXXIX. That monopolies are odious, contrary to the spirit of a fre¢ government,
and the principles of commerce; and ought not to be suffered, ,

XL. 'That notitle of nobility, or hereditary honours,ought to be grantedin this State.

XLI. That the subsisting resolves of this and the several Conventions held for this
Colony, ought to be in force as laws, unless altered by this Convention, or the Legis-
lature of this State. =~

XLII. That this Declaration of Rights, or the Form of Governiment, to be estab-
lished by this Convention, or any part or either of them, ought not to be altered,
changed or abolished, by the Legislature of this State, but in such manner as this
Convention shall -prescribe and direct,

This Declaration of Rights was assented to, and passed, in Convention of the
Delegates of the freemen of Maryland, begun and held at Annapolis, the 14th day
of August, A. D. 1776.

By order of the Convention,

MAT. TILGHMAN, Fresident,
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The CONSTI'I‘UTI‘ON, or FORM of GOVERNMENT, &

I. THAT the Legislature consist of two distinct branches, a Senate and House of
Delegates, which shall be styled, Zhe General Assembly of Maryland.

1. That the House of Delegates shall be chosen in the following manner: All free.
men, above twenty-one years of agé; having a frechold of fifty acres of land, in the
county in which they offer to vote, and residing therein-~and all freemen, having
property in' this State above the value of thirty pounds current money, and having
resided in’ the county, in which they offer to vote, one whole year next preceding the
clection; shall have a right of sufirage, in the election of Delegates for such county ¢
and all freemen, so qualified, shall, on the first Monday of October, seventeen hundred
and seventy-seven, and on the same day.in- every year: thereafter, assemble in the
counties, in which they are respectively qualified to vote; at the court-house, in the said
counties; or at such other place as the Legislature shall direct ; and, when assembled,
they shall proceed to elect, viva voce, four Delegates, for their respective counties, of
the most wise, sensible, and discreet of the people, residents in the county where they
are to be chosen,one whole year nextpreceding the election, above twenty-one years
of age, and having, in the State, feal or personal property above the value of five
hundred pounds current money; and upon the final casting of the polls, the four
persons wio shall appear to have the greatest number of legal votes shall be declared
and retumed duly elected for their respective counties. o

111. ‘That the Sheriff of cach county, or, in case of sickness, his Deputy (summon-

ing two Justices of the county, who are required to attend, for the preservation of
ithe peace) shall be the judges of the clection, and may adjourn from day to day,
if necessary, till the same be finished, so that the whole clection shall be concluded
in four days; and shall make his return thercof, under his hand, to the Chancellor
of this State for the time being,
v 1V, ‘That all persohs qualified, by the charter of the city of Annapolis, to vote for
Hurgeesses, shall;on the saine first Monday of October, seventeen hundred and seventy-
seven, and on the same day in every year forever thereafter, clect, viva voce, by a
majority of votes, two Delegates, qualified agreeable to the said charter; that the
Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen of the said city, or any three of them, be judges of
the ‘clection, appoint the place in the said city for holding the same, and may adjourn
from day to day, as aforesaid, and shall make return thereof, as aforesaid: but the
inhabitants of the said city shall not be entitled to vote for Delegates for Anne-
Arundel county, unless they have a frechold of fifty acres of land in the county dis-
tinct from the city. . e

V. ‘That all persons, inhabitants of Baltimore town, and having the same qualifica-
tions as clectors in the county, shall, on the same first Monday in October, seventeen
hundred and seventy-seven, and on the same day in every year forever thereafter, at
such place in the said town as the Judges shall appoint, elect, viva voce, by a majority
of votes, two Delegates, qualified as aforesaid : but if the said inhabitants of the town
shall so decrease,as that a number of persons, having a right of suffrage therein, shall
have heen, for the space of seven years successively, less than one half the number
of voters in some one county in this: State, such town shall thenceforward 'cease to
send two Delegates or Representatives to the House of Delegates, until the said
town shall have one half ‘of the number of voters in some one county in this State,

VI. That the Commissioners of the said town, or any threc or more of them, for
the time being, shall be judges of the said clection, and may adjourn, as aforesaid,
and shall make return thereof, as aforesaid i but the inhabitants of the said town shall
not be entitled to vote for, or be elected, Delegates for Baltimore county: neither
shall ‘the inhabitants of Baltimore county, out of the limits of Baltimore town, be
entitled to vote for, or be elected, Delegates for the said town. ‘

VII. That on refusal, death, disqualification, resignation, or removal out of this
State of any Delegate, or on his hecoming Governor, or member of the Council, a
warrant of clection shall issue by the Speaker, for the election of another in his place;
of which ten days' notice, at least, (excluding the day of notice, and the day of elec-
tion) shall be given,
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VIIL That ot less than a majority of the Delegates, with their Speaker (1o be
chosen by them, by ballot) constitute a House, for the transaction of any business
other than that of adjourning,

1X. That the Housc of Delegates shall judge of the clections and qualifications ot
Delegates. ; . .

X. That the House of Delegates may originate all money bills, propjose bills to the
Scnate, or receive those offeied by that hody ; and assent, dissent, or-propose amend-
ments; that they may inquire, on the oath of witnesses, iito all complaints; grievances,
and offences, as the grand inquest of this State ; and may commit any person, for any
crime, to the public jail, there'to remain till” he be discharged by duc course of law.
They may expel any member, for a great misdemeanor, but not a sccond time for the
same cause, They may ‘examine ‘and pass all accotints of the State, relating cither
to the collection or expenditiire of the revenue, or appoint auditors, to state and adjust
the same.  They may ¢all for all public or official papers and records, and send for
persons, whom they may judge necessary in the course of -their inquiries, concerning
affairs relating to the public interest; and may direct all office bonds (which shall be
made payable to the State) to be sued for any breach of duty.

XI. That the Sgnate may be at full and perfect liberty to exercise their judgment
in passing laws—and that they may notbe compelled by the House of Delegates, either
to reject a mongy bill; which the emergency of affairs may require, or to assent to
some othier act of legislation, i their conscience and judgment injurious to the public
welfare—the House of Delegates shall not, on any occasion, or unger any pretence,
annéx to, or blend with a money bill, any matter, clause, or thing, not immediately
relating to, and necessary for the imposing, assessing, levying, or applying the taxcs or
supplies, to be raised for the support of government, or the current expenses of the
State: and to prevent altercation about such bills, it is declared, that no bill, imposing
dutics or customs for the mere regulation of commerce, or inflicting fines for the
rcformation of morals, or to enforce the execution of the laws, by which an inci-
dental revenue inay anise, shall be accounted a money bill: but cvery bill; assessing,
levying, or applying taxes or supplies, for the support of government, or the current
expenses of the State, or appropriating money in the treasury, shall be deemed a
money bill, » ,

X1I, That the House of Delegates may punish, by imprisonment; any person:who
shall be guilty of a contempt in their vidw, by any disorderly or riotous behaviour, or
by threats to, or abuse of their members, or by any obstruction to their proceedings.
‘They may also punish, Ly imprisonment, any person who shall be guilty of a breach
of privilege, by arresting on - civil process, or by assaulting any of their ‘meinbers,
during their sitting, or on their way to, or return from the House of Delegates, or by
any assault of, or obstruction to their officers, in the exccution of any order or process,
or by assaulting or obstructing any witness, or any other person, attending on, or on
their way to or from the House, or by fescuing any person committed by the House:
and the Senate may exercise the same power, in similar cuses,

XIIL ‘That the Treasurers (one for the western, and another for the castern shore)
and the Commissioners of the Loan Office, may be appointed by the House of Dele-
gates, during their pleasure; and in case of refusal, death, resignation, disqualification,’
or removal out of the State, of any of the said Commissioners or ‘I'reasurers, in the
recess of the General Assembly, the governor, with the advice of the Council, may
appoint and commission a fit and proper person to such vacant office, to hold the
same until the meeting of the next General Assembly. ,

XIV, That the Senate be chosen in the following manner: All persons, qualified
as aforesaid to vote for county Delegates, shall, on the first diy of September, 1781,
and on the same day in every fifth year forever thereafter, clect, wiva voce, by a
majority of votes, two persons for their respective counties (qualified as aforesaid to
be clected county Delegates) to be clectors of the Scnite; and the Sheriff of each
county, or, in case of sickness, his Deputy (summoning two Justices of ‘the cotnity,
who are required to attend, for the preservation of the peace,) shall hold and be
judge of the said clection, and make return thereof, as aforesuid.  And all persons,
qualified as aforesaid, to vote for Delegates for the city of Annapolis and Baltimore
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town, shall, on the same first Monday of September, 1781, and on the same day in
every fifth year forever thereafter, elect, 2iva voce, by a majority of votes, one person
for the said city and town respectively, qualified as aforesaid to be elected a Dele-
gate for the said city and town respectively; the said election to be held in the same
manner, as the clection of Delegates for the said city and town; the right to elect the
said elector, with ‘respect to Baltimore town, to continue as long as the right to
clect Delegates for the said town,

XV. That the said clectors of the Senate meet at the city of Annapolis, or such
other place as shall be appointed for ‘convening the Legislature, on the third
Monday in September, 1781, and on the same day in every fifth year forever there-
afier, and they, or any twenty-four of them so met, shall proceced to elect, by ballot,
cither out of their' own body, or the people at large, fifteen Senators (nine of whom
to be residents on the western, and six to be residents on the castern shore) men of
the most wisdom, experience and virtue, above twenty-five years of age, residents of
the State above three whole years next preceding the election, and having real and
personal property above the value of one thousand pounds current money.

XVI. ‘That the Senators shall' be balloted for, at one and the same time, and out
of the gentlemen residents of the western shore, who shall be proposed as Senators,
the nine who shall, on striking the ballots, appear to have the greatest numbers in
their favour, shall. be accordingly declared and returned duly elected : and out “of
the gentlemen residents of the eastern shore, who shall ‘he proposed “as Senators, the
six who shall; on striking “the ballots, appear to havethe greatest number in their
favour, shall be accordingly declared and returned duly clected: and if two or more
on the same shore shall have an equal number of ballots in their favour, by which
the choice shall not be deterinined on the first ballot, then the electors shall again
ballot; hefore they separate; in which they shall be confined to the persons who on
the first ballot shall have an equal numbér : and they who shall have the greatest
number in their favour on the second ballot, shall be accordingly declared and re-
turned duly elected: and if the whole number should not thus be made up, because
of an equal number, on the second ballot, still being in favour of two or more persons,
then the election shall be determined by lot, between those who have equal num-
bers ;- which proceedings of ‘the electors shall be certified under their hands, and re-
turned to the Chancellor for the time being, )

X VI ‘That the electors of Senators shall judge of the qualifications and clections
of members of their body; and, on a contested election, shall admit to a seat, as an
clector, such qualified person as shall appear to them to have the greatest number of
legal votes in his favour, o . ,

XVIIL "Fhat the clectors, immediately on their meeting, and before they proceed
to the election of Senators, take such oath of support and fidelity to this State, as
this Convention, or the Legislature, shall direct; and also an oath “to elect without
favour, afiection, partiality, or prejudice, such persons for Senators, as they, in their
judgment and conscience, believe best qualified for the office.”

XIX. ‘That in case of refusal, death, resignation, disqualification, or removal out
of this State, of any Senator, or on his becoming Governor,’or a member of the
Council, the Senate shall, immediately thereupon, or at their next meeting thereafter,
clect by ballot (in the same manner as the electors are above directed to choose Sen-
ators) dnother person inhis place, for the residue of the said term of ‘five’ years.

XX. “That not less than a majority of the Senate, with their President (to be chosen
by them, by ballot) shall constitute a House, for the transacting any business, other
than that of adjourning. o , S

XXL That the Senate shall judge of the elections and gualifications of Senators.

XXI1. ‘That the Scnate may originate any other, except money bills, to which their
assent or dissent only shall be given; and may receive any other bills from the House
of Delegates, and assent, dissent, or propose amendments.

XXIIL That the General Assembly meet annually, on the first Monday of No-
vember, and if necessary, oftener.

XXIV. That cach House shall appoint its own officers, and settle its own rules of
proceeding.
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XXV. That a person of wisdom, experience, and virtue, shall be chosen Governor,
on the second Monday of November, seventeen hundred and seventy-seven, and on
the second Monday in every year forever thereafter, by the joint ballot of both
Houses (to_be taken'in each House respectively) deposited in a conference room;
the boxes to be examined by a joint committee of both Houses, and the numbers
severally reported, that the appointment may be entered; which imode of taking the
joint ballot of both Houses shall” be-adopted in all cases.  But if two or more shall
have an equal number of ballots in their favour, by which the choice shall not be
detérmined on the first ballot; then a second- ballot shall be taken, which shall be
confined -to the persons who, on the first ballot, shall have had an equal number;
and, if the ballots should again be equal between two: or more persons, then the
clection of the Governor shall be determined by lot, bétween those who have equadl
numbers:  and if the person chosen Governor shall die, resign, move out of the
State, or refuse to act,’fﬁthe General Assembly sitting) the Senate and: House of Del-
egates shall, immediately thereupon, proceed to a new choice, in manner aforesaid.

XXVI. That the Senators and Delegates, on the second Tuesday of November,
1777, and annually on the second Tuesday of November forever thercafter, clect by
joint ballot (in the same manner as Senators are directed to be chosen) five of the
most sensible, discreet, and experienced men, above twenty-five years of age, resi-
dents in the State above three years next preceding the election, and having therein
a frechold of lands and tenements, above the value of one thousand pounds current
money, to be the Council to the Governor, whose proceedings shall be always en-
tered ‘on record, to any part whercof any member may enter his dissent; and their
advice, if so required by the Governor, or any member of the Council, shall be given
in writing, and signed by the members giving the same respectively: which proceed-
ings of the Council shall be laid before the Senate, or House of Delegates, when
called for by them or cither of them, The Council may appoint their own Clerk,
who shall take such oath of support and fidelity to this State, as this Convention, or
the Legislature, shall direct; and of sccrecy, in such matters as he shall be directed
by the board to keep secret, , , ;

XXVII. ‘That the Delegates to Congress, from this State, shall be chosen annually,
or superseded in the mean'time by the joint ballot of both Houses of Assembly,; and
that there be a rotation, in such manner, that at least two of the number be annually
changed ; and no person shall be capable of being a Delegate to Congress for more
than three in any term of six years; and no person, who holds any office of profit in
the gift of Congress, shill be eligible to sit in Congress; but if appointed to any such
office, his seat shall be thereby vacated. That no person, unless above twenty-one
years of age, and a'resident in the State more than five ‘'years next preceding the clec-
tion,and having real and personal estate in this State above the value of one thousand
pounds current money, shall be eligible to sit in Congress. V

XXVIIL That the Senators and Delegates, immediately on their annual meeting,
and before they proceed to any business, and- every person, hereafter clected a
Senator or Delegate, before he acts as such, shall take an oath of support and fidelity
to this State, as aforesaid; and before the clection of a governor, or members of the
Council, shall take an oath, “to elect without favour, affection, partiality, or prejudice,
such person as Governor; or member of the Council, as they, m their judgment and
consciencé, believe best qualified for the office.” ‘

XXIX. That the Senate and Delegates may adjourn themselves respectivély : but
if thé two Houses should not agree on the same time, but adjourn to different days,
then shall the Governor appoint and notify one of those days, or some day between,
and the Assembly shall then meet and be held accordingly ; and he shall, if necessary,
by advice of the Council, call them before the time,to which they shall in any manner
be adjourned, on giving not less than ten days’notice thercof; but the Governor shall
not adjourn the Assembly, otherwise than as aforesaid, nor prorogue or dissolve it, at
any time. i

XXX. That no person, unless above twenty-five ycars of age, a resident in this
State above five years next preceding the election—~and having in the State real and
personal property, above the value of five thousand pounds, current money, (one
thousand pounds whereof, at least, to be freehold estate) shall be eligible as governor.
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XXXI. That the governor shall not continue in that office longer than three years
successively, nor be eligible as Governor, until the expiration of four years after he
shall have been out of that office, , ; o ,

XXXII. That upon the death, resignation', or removal out of this State, of the
‘Governor, the first named of the Couneil, for the -time being, shall act as. Governor,
and qualify in the same manner ; and shall immediately call a meeting of the General
Assembly, giving not less than fourteen days’ notice of the meeting, at which meet-
ing, a'Governor shall be appointed, in 'manner aforesaid, for the residue of the year,

XXXIII That the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Council,
may embody the militia; and, when embodied, shall alone have'the direction thereof;
and shall also have the direction of all the regular land and sea forces, under the laws
of this State, (but he shall not command in person, unless advised thereto by'the
Council, and then, only so long as they shall approve thereof); and may alone exer-
cise all other the executive powers of government, where the concurrence of the
Council is ot required, according to the laws of this State; and grant reprieves or
pardons for any crime; except in such cases where the law shall otherwise direct; and
may, during the recess of the General Assembly,lay embargoes,to prevent the depart-
ure of any shipping, or the exportation of any commodities, for aty time not exceeding
thirty days in any on¢ year—summoning the General Assembly to meet within the
time of the continuance of such embargo; and may also order and compel any
vessel to ride quarantine; if such vessel; or ‘the port from which she may have come,
shall, on strong grounds, be suspected to be infected with the plague; but the Gov-
ernor shall not, under any pretence, exercise any power or prerogative by virtue of
any law, statute, or custom of England or Great Britain,

XXXIV. That the' mémbers of the Council, or any three or more of them, when
convened, shall constitute a board for the transacting of business; that the Governor,
for the time being, shall preside in the Council, and be entitled to avote, on all ques-
tions in which the Council shall be divided i opinion; and, in the absence of the
Governor, the first named of the Council shall preside; and, as such, shall also vote,
in all eases, where the other members disagree in their opinion, .

XXXYV. That,in case of refusal, death, resignation, disqualification, or removal out
of the State, of any person chosen a member of the council, the members thereof,
immediately thereupon, or at their next meeting thereafter, shall eleet by ballot
another person (qualified as aforesaid) in his place, for the residue of the year,

XXXVI. That the Council shall have power to make the Great Seal of this State,
which shall be kept by the Chancellor for the time being, and affixed to all laws,
commissions, grants, and other public testimonials, as has been heretofore practised
in this State,

XXXVII. That no Senator, Delegate of Assembly, or member of the Council; if
he shall qualify as such, shall hold or execute any oftice of profit, or receive the
profits of any office exercised by any other person, during the time for which he shall
be elected; nor shall any Governor be capable of holding any othcer office of profit
in this State, while he acls as such. And no person, holding a place of profit or receiv-
ing any part of the profits thereof; or receiving-the profits or any part of the profits
arising on any agency, for the supply of clothing or provisions for the Army or Navy,
or holding any office under the United States, or any of them—or a minister, or
preacher of the gospel, of any denomination—or any person, employed in the regular
land serviee, or marine, of this or the United States—shall have a seat in the General
Assembly or the Council of this State. . ‘ .

XXXVIIIL That every Governor, Senator, Delegate to Congress or Assembly, and
member of the Couneil, before he acts as such, shall take an oath *that he will not
receive, directly or indirectly, at” any time, any part of the profits of any office, held
by any' other person, during his acting in lus office of Governor, Senator,” Dele-
gate to Congress or Assembly, or member of the Council, or the profits or any part
of the profits arising on any agency for the supply of clothing or provisions for the
Army or Navy.”

XXXIX. That if any Senator, Delegate to Cengress or Assembly, or member of
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the Council, shall hold or exccute any office of profit, or receive, directly or indirectly,
at any time, the profits or any part of the profits of any oftice exercised by any other
person, during his acting as Scnator, Delegate ‘to Congress or Assembly, or imember
of the Council—his seat (on conviction, in a- Court of law, by the oath of two credible
witnesses) shall be void; and he shall suffer the punishment of wilful and corrupt per-

jury, or be banished this State forever, or disqualified forever from holding any office

or place of trust or profit; as the Court may judge.

XL.. That the Chancellor, all Judges, the Attorney-General, Clerks of the General
Court, the Clerks of the County Courts, the Registers of the Land Oftice, and the
Registers of Wills, shall hold their commissions diring  good behaviour, removable
only for misbehaviotir, on conviction in a’Court of law,

XLI. That there be a Register of Wills appointéd for each county, who shall be
commissioned by the Govemor, on -the joint recommendation” of the Senate and
House of Delegates; and that, upon the death, resignation, disqualification, or removal
out of the county of any Register of Wills, in the recess of the General Assembly, the
Governor, with the advice of the Council, may appoint and commission a fit and
proper person to such vacant office, to hold the same until the meeting of the General
Assembly, _

XLII ‘That Sheriffs shall be clected in cach county, by ballot, every third year; that
is to say, two persons for the office of Sheriff for cach county, the one of whom hav-
ing the majority of votes, or if both have an-equal number, cither of them, at the
discretion of the Govenior, to be commissioned by the Governor for the said office; and
having served for three years, such person shall be ineligible for the four years next
succeeding ; bond with sccurity to be taken every year, as usual; and no Sheriff shall
be qualified to act before the same is given.  In case of death; refusal, resignation,
disqualification, or removal out of the county before the expiration of the three years,
the other person, chosen as aforesaid, shall be commissioned by the Governor-to exe-
cute the said oflice, for the residue of the said three years, the said person giving bond
and sccurity as aforesaid : and in case of his death, refusal, resignation; disqualifica-
tion, or removal out of the county, before the expiration of the said three years, the
Governor, with the advice of the Council, may noniinate and commission a fit and
proper person to exccute the said oflice for the residue of ‘the aid three years, the
said person giving bond and sccurity as aforesaid. The clection shall be held at the
same time and place appointed for the election of Delegates; and the Justices, there
smumoned to attend for the preservation of the peace, shall be judges thereof, and of
the qualification of candidates, who shall appoint a Clerk, to take the ballots. All
freemen above the age of twenty-one ycars, having a frechold of fifty acres of land
in the county in which they offer to ballot, aid residing therein—and all- freemen
above the age of twenty-onc years, and having property in the State above the value
of thirty pounds current money, and having resided in the cotinty in which they: ofter
to ballot one whole year next preceding the election—shall have a right of suffrage.
No person to be eligible to the office of Sheriff for a county, but an inlabitant of the
sald county above the age of twenty-one years, and having real and personal property
in the State dbove the value of one thousand - pounds: current money, The Justicey
aforesaid shall examine the bzllots; and the two candidates properly qualified, hav-
ing in each county the majority of legal ballots, shall be declared duly elected for the
office of Sheriff for such county, and returned to the Governor and Council, with a
certificate of the number of ballots for cach of them. :

XLIII ‘That every person who shall offer to vote for Delegates, or for the election
of the Senate, or for-the Sheriff, shall (if required by any three persons qualified to
vote) before he be permitted to poll, take such oath or affirmation of support and
fidelity to this State, as this Convention or the Legislature shall direct.

XELIV. Thata Justice of the Peace may be eligible as a Senator, Delegate, or mem-
ber of the Conncil, and may continue to act as a Justice of the Peace.

XLV, That no field ofticer of the militia be eligible as a Senator, Delegate, or iem-
her of the Council. . ,

XLVI. That all civil officers, hercafter to be appointed for the several counties of
this State, shall have been residents of the county, respectively, for which they shall
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be appointed, six months next before their appointment ; and shall continue resicdents
of their county, respectively, during their continuance in office. ‘

XLVIL That the Judges of the General Court, and Justices of the County Courts,
may appoint the Clerks of their respective Courts ; and in case of refusal, death, res-
ignation, disqualification, or removal ouit of the State, or from their respective shores,
of the Clerks of the. General® Court, or either of them, in‘the vacation of the said
Court—and in case of the refusal, death, resignation, disqualification, or removal out
of the county, of any of the said County Clerks, in the vacation of the County Court
of which he is Clerk—the Governor, with the advice of the Council, may appoint and
comimission a fit and proper person to such vacant office respectively, to hold the saine
until the meeting of the next General Court, or County Court, as'the case may be.

XLVIIIL. That the Governor, for the time being, with the advice and consent of the
Council, may appoint the Chancellor, and all Judges and Justices, the Attorney-Gen-
eral, Naval Officers, officers in the regular land and sea service, ofticers of the militia,
Registers of the Land Office, Surveyors, and all other civil’ officers of government (As-
sessors, Constables, and Overseers of the roads only excepted) and ‘may also suspend’
or remove any civil officer who has not a commission, during good behaviour ; and
may suspend any militia officer, for one month: and may also suspend or remove any
regular officer in the land or sea service : and the Governor may remove or suspend
any militia officer, in pursuance of the judgmeént of a Court Martial,

XLIX. ‘That all civil officers of the appointment of the Governor and Council,
who do not hold commissions during good behaviour, shall be appointed annually in
the third week of Novemiber. But if any of them shall be reappointed, they may
continue to act, without any new commission or qualification; and every officer,
though not reappointed, shall continuie to act, until the person who shall be appointed
and commissioned in his stead shall be qualified.

- L. That the Governor, every member of the Council, and every Judge and Justice,
before they act as such, shall respectively take an oath, “‘That he will not, through
favour, aflection or partiality vote for any person to office; and that he will vote for
such person as, in his judgnient and conscience, he believes most fit and best qualified
for the office; and that he has not made, nor will make, any promise or engagement
to give his vote or interest in favor of any person.”

LI. That there be two Registers of the Land Office, one upon the western, and one
upon the eastern shore : “that short extracls of the grants and certificates of the land,
on the western and castern” shores respectively, be made in separate books, at the
public expense, and deposited in the offices of the said Registers, in such manner as
shall hereafter be provided by the General Assembly,

L1I. That every Chancellor, Judge, Register of Wills, Commissioner of the Loan
Office, Attorney-General, Sheriff, ‘I'tcasurer, Naval Officer, Register of the Land
Oftice, Register of the Chancery Court, and every Clerk of the common law courts,
Surveyor and Auditor of the public accounts, before he acts as such, shall take an
oath “'That he will not directly or indirectly receive any fee or reward, for doing his
office of , but what is or shall'be allowed by law; nor will, directly
or indireetly, reccive the profits or any part of the profits of any oftice held by any
other person; and that he does not hold the same oflice in trust, or for the benefit of
any other person.” . . ; »

LIIL, That if any Governor, Charicellor, Judge, Register of Wills, Attorney-Gen-
eral; Register ‘of the Land Office, Register: of the Chancery Court, or any Clerk of
the common law courts, Treasurer, Naval Officer, Sheriff, Surveyor or Auditor of
public accounts, shall receive, directly or indirectly, at any time, the profits, or any
part of the profits of any office, held by any othier person, during his acting in the
office to which hieTis appointed ; his election, ‘appointiment and commission (on con-
viction ‘in a court of law by oath of two credible witnesses) shall be void; and he
shall suffer the punishment for wilful and corrupt perjury, or be banished this State
forever, or disqualified forever from ‘holding any office or place of trust or profit, as
the court may adjudge. ; ;

LIV, ‘That if any person shall give any bribe, present, or reward, or any promise,
or any security for the payment or delivery of any money, or any other thing, to
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obtain or procure a vote to be Governor, Senator, Delegate to Congress or Assembly,
member of the Council, or Judge, or to be appointed to any of the said oftices, or to
any oftice of profit or trust, now. created or hereafter to be created in this State—the
person giving, and the person receiving the same (on conviction in a court of law)
shall be forever disqualified to hold any office of trust or profit in this State.

LV, That every person; appointed to dany office of profit or trust, shall, before he
enters'on the execution thereof, take the following oath; “to wit: “ 1, A, B,, do swear,
that I do not hold myself bound in allegiance to the King of Great Britain, and that
I will be faithful,"and bear true allegiance to the State of Maryland ;" and shall also
subscribe a declaration of his belief in the Christian religion. ‘

LVI, That there be-a Cowt of Appeals, composed of persons of integrity and
sound judgment in the law, whose judgment shall be final and conclusive, in"all cases
of appeal, from the*General Court, Court of Chancery, and Court of Admiralty: that
one person of integrity and sound judgment in- the law, be appoiited Chancellor :
that three persons of integrity and sound judgment in the law, be appointed judges
of the Court now called the Provincial Court; and that the same Court be hercafter
called and known by the name of Z%e General Court,; which Court shall sit on the
western and eastern shores, for transacting and determining the business of the
respective shores, at such times and places as the future Legislature of this State shall
direct and appoint, . : . ,

LVIL That the style of all laws run thus; “DBe it enacted by the General Assembly
of Maryland " that all public commissions and grants run thus; % Z%e State of Mary-
land," &c. and shall be signed by the Governor, and attested by the Chancellor, with
the seal of the State annexed—except military commissions, which shall not be attested
by the Chancellor, or have the seal of the State annexed: that all writs shall run in
the same style, and be attested, sealed and signed as usual: that all indictments shall
conclude, “Against the peace, government, and dignily of the State.”-

LVIIIL That all penalties and forfeitures, heretofore going to the King or proprie-
tary, shall go to the State—save only such, as the General Assembly may abolish or
otherwise provide for. _ DI

LIX. That this Form of Government, and the Declaration of Rights, and no part
thereaf, shall be altered, changed, or abolished, unless ‘a bill 'so' to alter, change or
abolish the same shall pass the General Assembly, and be published at least three
months before a new election, and shall be confirmed by the General Assembly, after
a new clection of Delegates, in the first session after such new- election; provided
that nothing in this form of government, which relatcs to the eastern shore particu-
larly, shall at any time hereafter be altered, unless for the alteration and confirmation
thercof at_least two-thirds of all the members of each branch of the General
Assembly shall congur, e , ,

LX. That every Dbill' passed by the General ‘Assembly, when engrossed, shall be
presented by the Speaker of the House of Delegates, in the Senate, to the Governor
for the time being, who shall sign the same, and thereto, affix the Great Seal, in the
presence of the members of both Houses: every law shall be recorded in the General
Court office of the western shore, and in due time printed, published, and certified
under the Great Seal;to the several County Courts, in the same manner as hath been
herctofore used in this State. :

Tuis Form of Government was assented to, and passed in Convention of the
Delegates of the freemen of Maryland, begun and held at the city of Annapolis, the
fourteenth of August, A, D, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six,

By order of the Convention, .
M. TILGHMAN, President.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF 1776.

RATIFIED 1792.

ART, I1. Be it cnaited by the general assembly of Maryland, That no inember of
Congress, or person holding any oftice of trust or_profit under the United States, shall
be capable of having a'seat in the general assembly, or being an elector of the senate,
or holding any office of trust or profit under this State; and if any member of the
general assembly, ¢lector of the senate, or person holding any office of trust or profit
- under this State, shall take his seat in Congress, or accept of any oftice of trust or
profit under the United States, or being elected to Congress; or appointed to any
office of trust or profit under the United States, niot make his resignation of his seat
in Congress, or of his office, as the case may be, within thirty days after notice of his
election or appointment to office, as aforesaid, his seat in the legislature of ‘this State,
or as clector of the senate, or-of his oftfice held under this State as aforesaid, shall be
void: Frovided, That no person who is now, or may be at any time when this act
becomes part of the constitution, a member both of Cangress and of the legislature
of the State, or who now holds, or may hold  at the time when this'act becomes part
of the constitution, an office s aforesaid, both under this State and the United States,
shall be affected by this act, if within fifteen days after the same shall become part of
the constitution he shall resign his seat in Congress or his office held under the
United States. '

RATIFIED 1795,

Art. 111, That every person being a member of either of the religious sects or
societies called Quakers, Menonists, ‘Tunkers, or Nicolites, or New Quakers, and who
shall ‘be conscientiously scrupulous of ‘taking an oath on auy. occasion, being other-
wise qualified and duly ‘elected a senator, delegate, or elector of the senate, or heing

_otherwise qualified ‘and duly appointed or elected to any office of profit or trust, on
makihg affirmation instead of ‘taking the several oaths appointed by the constitution
and form of government, and the several acts of assembly of this State now in force,
or that hereafter may be made, such persons may hold ‘and exercise any office of
profit or trust to which he maybe appointed or clected, and may, by such affirmation,
qualify himself to take a scat in the legislature, and to act therein as a member of
the same in all cases whatsoever, or to be an elector of the senate, in as full and
ample a manner, to all intents and purposes whatever, as persons are now competent
and qualified to act who are not conscientiously scrupulous of taking such oaths,

RATIFIED 1798, .

AR, V, Section 1, ‘That the people called Quakers, those called  Nicolites, or
New Quakers,-those called Tunkers, and those called Menonists, holding it unlawful
to take an oath on any occasion, shall be allowed to make their solemn affinnation as
witnesses, in the manner that Quakers have been herctofore allowed to affirm,
which affirmation shall be of the same avail as an oath, to all intents and purposes
whatever. ‘ .

Skc. 2. Before any of the persons aforesaid shall be admitted as a witness in any
court of justice in this State, the court shall be satisfied, by such testimony as they
may_require, that such person is onc of those who profess to be conscientiously
scrupulous of taking an oath, ‘
RATIFIED 1999.

ARrt, VI, Section 1, That the several counties of this State, for the purpose of
holding all future elections for delegates, electors of the senate, and sheriffs of the
several counties, shall be divided into separate districts, in the manner hercinafter
directed, viz : Saint Mary’s County shall be divided and' laid off into scparate dis-
tricts ; Kent County shall be divided and laid off into threec separate districgs; Cal-
vert County shall be divided and laid off into three separate districts ; Charles County
shall be divided and laid off into four separate districts; Talbot County shall be
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divided and laid off into four separate districts ; Somerset County shall be divided and
laid off into three separate districts; Dorchester County shall be divided and laid off
into three sceparate districts ; Cecil Cotinty shall be divided and laid off into four sep-
arate districts ; Prince George’s County shall be divided and laid off into five separate
districts ; Queen Anhe’s  County shall 'be divided and laid off into threc separite
districts ; Worcester County 'shall be divided and laid off into five separate districts ;
Frederick County shall be divided and laid off into separate districts; Harford County
thall be divided and laid off into five separate districts ; Caroline” County shall be
divided and laid off into three separate districts; Washington County shall be divided
and laid off into five geparate districts; Montgomery County shall’ be divided aiid
laid off into five scparate districts; Alleghany County shall be divided and laid off
into six separate districts; Anne Arundel County, including ‘the city of Annapolis,
shall be divided and laid off into five separate districts’;. Baltimore County, out of
the limits of the city of Baltimore, shall be divided and laid off into seven districts;
and that the city of Baltimore shall be laid off into eight districts. .
Sec. 2. All and every part of the constitution and form of government, relating to
the judges, time, place, and manncr of holding clections in the city of Baltimore,
and all and every part of the second, third, fifth, fourteenth, and forty-second sections
of the constitution and form of ‘government of this State, which relate to the judges,
place, time, and manner of ‘holding the several elections for delegates, electors of the
senate, and the sheriffs of the several counties, be, and the same are hereby, abro-
gated, repealed, and annulled, and the same shall hereafter be regulated by law.

RATIFIED 1803.

Arr. VIII. That Frederick County shall be divided and laid off into nine separate
districts.

. RATIFIED 1803,

Art. IX. SECTION 1. That this State shall be divided into six judicial districts, in
manner and form following,to wit: Saint Mary’s, Charles,and Prince George's Coun-
ties shall be the first district j Cecil, Kent, Queen Anne's,and Talbot Counties shall
be the second district ; Calvert, Anne Arundel, and Montgomery Counties shall be
the third district ; Caroline; Dorchester;” Somerset, and Worcester Counties shall ‘be

the fourth district; Frederick, Washington, and Alleghany Counties shall be the fifth

district ;' Baltimore and Harford Counties shall be the sixth district; and’ there shall
be appointed for each -of the said judicial districts three persons of integrity and
sound legal. knowledge, residents of the State of Maryland, who shall, previous to,
and during their acting as judges, reside in the district for which they shall respect-
ively be appointed, onc of whom shall be styled in the commission chief judge, and
the other two associate judges of the district for which they shall be appointed ; and
the chief judge, together with the two associate judges, shall compose the cotmty
courts in each respective district; and each judge shall hold his commission during
good behavior; removal for mishehavior, on_ conviction ina court of law, or shall
be removed by the governor, upon the address of the general ‘assembly, provided
that two-thirds of the members of each house concur in such address;: and the cotinty
courts, so as aforesaid established, shall have, hold, and exercise, in the several coun-
ties of this State, all and every-the powers, authorities, and jurisdictions which the
county courts of this State now have, use, and exercise, and which shall be hereafter
prescribed by law; and the said county courts established by this act shall respect-
ively hold their sessions in the several counties at such times and places as the legis-
lature shall direct and appoint; and the salaries of the said judges shall not be
diminished during the period of their continuance in office. : o
Sec. 2. In any suit or action at law hereafter to be commenced or institutéd in any
county court of this State, the judges thereof, upon suggestion in writing, by either
of the parties thereto, supported by aflidavit, or other proper evidence, that a fair
and impartial trial cannot be had in the county court of the county where such suit
or action is depending, shall and ‘may order and direct the record of their proceed-
ings in such suit or action to be transmitted to the judges of any county court within
the district, for trial, and the judges of such county court, to whom the said record

>

~
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shall be transmitted, shall hear and ‘determine the same in'like manner as if such suit
or action had been originally instituted therein: Provided, nevertheless, That such sug-
gestion shall be made as aforesaid, before or during the term in which the issue or
issues may be joined in said suit or action: And provided also, ‘That such further
remedy may be provided by law in the premises as the legislature shall from time to
time direct and enact. | , )

Arrt. II1. If any party presented or indicted, in any of the county courts of this
State, shall suggest, in writing; to the court in which such prosecution*is depending,
that a fair and impartial trial cannot be had in such court, it shall and may be law-
ful for the said court to order and direct the record of their proceedings in - the said
prosecuticn to be transmitted to the judge of any adjoining county court, for trial;
and the judges of such adjoining county court shall hear and determine the same, in
the same manrer as if such prosecution had been originally “instituted therein: Fo-
vided, That such further and other remedy may be provided by law in the premiscs
as the legislature may direct and enact. B

ARrT. 1V, If the attorney-general, or the prosecutor for the State, shall suggest, in
writing, to any county court before whom an indictiment is or may be depending, that
the State cannot have a fair'and impartial trial in such' court, it shall and may be law-
ful for the said court, in their discretion, to order and direct the record of their pro-
ceedings in the said prosecution’to be transmitted to the %ugggs‘of any adjoining
county court for trial; and the judges of such county court sh

all héar and determine
the same, as if such prosecution had been originally instituted therein. .

Arr. V. There shall be a’'court of appeals, and thé same shall be composed of the
chicf judges of the several judicial districts of the State; which said court of appeals
shall hold, use, and exercise all and singular the powers, authotities, and jurisdic-
tions, herctofore held, used, and exercised by the court of appeals of this State, and
also the appellate jurisdiction heretofore used ‘and exercised by the general court;
and the said court of appeals hereby established shall sit on the western and eastern
shores, for transacting and determining the business of the respective shores, at such
times and places as the futire legislature of this State shall:direct and. appoint; and
any three of the said judges of the court of appeals shall form a quorum to hear
and decide in all cases pending in said court; and the judge who has given a decis-
ion in any casc in the county court shall withdraw from the bench upon the deciding
of the same case before the court of appeals; and the judges of the court of ap-
peals may appoinit the clerks of said court for the western and castern shores respect-
ively, who shall hold their appointments during good behavior, removable only for
mishehavior; on conviction in a court of law; and, in case of -death; resignation,
disqualification, or removal out of the State, or from their respective shores, of either
of the said ¢lerks, in the vacation of the said court, the governor, with the advice of
the council, may appoint and commission a fit and proper person to such vacant
office, to hold the same until the next meeting of the said court; and all laws passed
after this act shall take effect shall be recorded in the oflice of the court of appeals
of the western shore.

RATIFIED 1807,

Art, X, "That Saint Mary's County shall be divided into four separate districts,
and that the additional district shall be laid off adjoining and Letween the first and
third districts, as they arc now numbered.

RATIFIED 1809, q

Arr, XI. Sectior 1. That, upon the death, resignation, or removal out of this
‘State of the governor, it shall not be necessary to call a meeting of the legistature to
fill the vacancy occasioned thereby, but the first named of the council for the time
being shall quaiily and act as governor, until the next meeting of tlic general assembly,
alt_ whicil meeting a governor shall be chosen in the manner heretofore appointed and
directed. -

Sec, 2. No governor shall be capable of holding any other oflice of profit during
the time for which he shall be elected.
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RATIFIED 1810,

Arr. X1I. That all such partsof the constitution and form of goyernment as re-
quire a property qualification in persons to be appointed or holding offices of profit
or trust in this State, and in persons elected members of the legislature or electors
of the senate; shall be, and the same are hereby, repealed and abolished.

Arr. XILL That it shall not be lawful for the general assembly of this State to
lay an equal and general tax, or any other tax, on the people of this State, for the
support of any religion. ‘ o e

ArT. XIV. That every free white male citizen of this State, above twenty-one
years of age, and no other, having resided twelve months within this State, and six
months in the county, or in the city of "Annapolis' or Baltimore, next preceding the
election at which he offers to vote, shall have a right of suffrage, and shall vote, by
ballot, in the election of such county or city; or either of them, for electors of the
President and Vice-President of ‘the United States, for Representatives of this State
in the Congress of the United States; for delegates to the general ‘assembly of this
State, electors of the senate, and sheriffs.

Art, XV, That no person residing'in the city of Annapolis shall have a vote in
the county of Anne Arundel, for delegates of the said county; and all and every part

of the constitution which enables persons holding fifty acres of land to vote in said
county, be, and is hereby, abolished. .
Arr, XVI. That the forty-fifth asticle of the constitution and form of government

be, and the same is hereby, repealed and utterly abolished.
RATIFIED 1812,

Art, XVII, Skcrion 1, That the time of the mecting of the general assembly
shall be on the first Monday in December.in each year, instead of the first Monday
in Novemler, as prescribed by the constitiition-and form of government. ,

Skc. 2. The governor of this State shall be chosen on the second Monday of De-
cember, in each and every year, in the same manner as is now prescribed by the
constitution and form of government; and the council to the governor shall be
elected on ‘the first Tuesday after the second Monday of December, in cach and
every year, in thé same manner as is now prescribed by the constitution and form of
government, '

Skc. 3. All annual appointments of civil officers in this State shall be inade in the
third week of December, in every year, in the same manner as ihe constitution and
form of government now directs.

RATIFIED 1837,

SectioN 1. The term of office of the members of the present senate shall end and
be determined whenever and ‘as soon as a new senate shall be elected as hereinafter
provided, and a quorum of its members shall have qualified, as directed by the con-
stitution and laws of this State,

Skc. 2. At the December session of the general assembly for the year of our Lord
cighteen hundred and thirty-eight, and forever thereafter, the senate shall be com-
posed of twenty-one members, to be chosen as hereinafter, provided, a majority of
whom shall be a’ quorum for the transdction of business, ‘ ”

SEc. 3. At the time and place of holding elections in ' the several counties of this
State, and in the city of Baltimore, for delegates to the. general assembly for the
December session of the year eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, and under tge direc-
tion of the same judges t;y whom such elections for delegates shall be held, an elec-
tion shall also be held in each of the several counties of this State and in the city of
Baltimore respectively, for the purpose of choosing a senator of the State of Mary-
lar.d for and from such county or said city, as the case may be, whose term of office
shall cdmmence on the day fixed by law for the cominencement of the regular session
of the general assembly next succeeding such election, and continue for two, four,
or six years, according to the classification of a quorum of its members; and at cvery
such election for senators, every person’qualified to vote at the place at which he
shall offer to vote for delegates to the general assembly, shall be entitled to vote for
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onie person as senatorj and of the persons voted for as sehator in cach of the several
counties and in said city, respectively, the person having. the highest number of legal
votes, and possessing the qualifications hereinafter mentioned, shall be declaréd and
returned as duly elected for said county or said city, as the case may be; and in case
two persons possessing the required qualifications shall be found on the final casting
of the votes given, in any one of said counties or said city, to have an eqiial
number of votes, there shall be a new election ordered as hereindlter mentioned ;
and immediately after the senate shall have convened in pursuance of their election
under this act, the senators shall be divided, in such manner as the senate shall pre-
scribe, into three classes; the seats of the senators of ‘the first class shall be vacated
at the expiration of the second year, of the second class at:the expiration of the
fourth year, aid of the third class at the expiration of the sixth- year, so that one-
third thereof may be elected on the first Wednesday of October ‘in every second
year;-and elections shall be held in the several -counties and city, from which the
retiring senators came, to supply the vacancies as they may occur in consequence of
this classification.

Stc. 4. Such election for senators shall be conducted, and “the returns thereof
be made, with proper variations in the certificate to suit the case, in like manner as
in cases of elections for delegates. - ; ,

Sie. 5. The qualifications necessary in a 'senator shall'be the same as are required
in a delegate to the general assembly, with the additional qualification that he shall
e above the age of twenty-five years, aind shall have resided at least three years, next
preceding hiis election, in the county or ¢ity in and for which he shall be chosen.

Skc. 6. 1n case any person who shall have been chosen as a senator shall refuse to
act, remove from the county or city, as the case may-be, for which he shall have been
clected, die, resign, or e removed for cause, or in" case of a tie between two or more
qualified persons in any one of the counties or in the city of Baltimore, a warrant of
clection shall be issued by the president of the senate for the time being for the clece-
tion. of a senator to stipply the vacancy, of which ten days’ notice at the least,
excluding the day of ‘notice and the day of election, shall be given, ‘

Stc. 7. So much of the thirty.seventh article of the constitution as provides that no
senator or delegate to the general assembly, if he shall qualify as such, shall- hold
or execiite any ‘office of profit. during the time for which he shall be elected, shall be,-
and the same is hereby, repealed.

Sic. 8. No senator or delegate to the general assembly shall, during the time for
which he was elected, be appointed to any civil oflice under the constitution and laws
of this State which shall have been created or the emoliments whereof shall have
been increased during such time ; and no senator or delegate, -"uring the time he shall
vontinue to act as such, shall be eligible to any civil office whatever.

Sk, 9. At the election for delegates to the general assembly for the December
session of the year of oitr Lord cigliteen hiindred and thirty-cight, and at each sue-
ceeding election for delegates, until after the next census shall have been taken and
officially promulged, five delegates shall be elected in and for Baltimore City and one
delegate in and for the city of Annapolis, until the promulging of the census for the
year cighteen hundred and forty, when the city of Annapolis shall be deemed and
taken as a part of Anne Arundel County, and herright to a separate delegation shall
cease § five delegates in and for Baltimore County; five delegates’in and for Frederick
County, and four delegates in and_ for Anne Arundel County, and four delegates in
and for each of ‘the several counties respectively hercinaftér mentioned, to wit:
Dorchester, Somerset, Worcester, Prince George's, Harford, Montgomery, Carroll; and
Washington, and three delegates in' and for each of the several counties respectively
hereinafter next mentioned, to wit: Cecil, Kent, Queen Anne's, Caroline, Talbot,
Saint Mary's, Charles, Calvert, and Alleghany. ; ,

Sec. to. I'rom and after the period when the next census shall have been taken
and ofticially promulged, and rm#n and after the ofticial promulgation of every second
census thercafter, the representation in the house of delegates from: the several
counties and from the city of Baltimore shall be graduated and éstallished on the
following basis: that is to say, every county which shall have by the said census a

§3 0 1.
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population of less than fiftcen thousand souls, federal numbers, shall be entitled to
clect three delegates; every county having a popiilation by the said census of fifteen
thousand souls and less than twenty-tive thousand souls, federal numbers, shall be
entitled to clect four- delegates; and cvery county havihg by the said census a popu-
lation of twenty-five thousand and less than thirty-five thousand souls, federal num-
bers, shall be entitled to clect five delegates; and every county having a population
of upwards of thifty-five thousand souls, federal numbers, shall he entitled- to elect
six delegates; and 'the city of Baltimore shall be entitled to elect as many delegates
as the county which shall have the largest represetation, on the basis aforesaid, nay
be entitled: to elect: Provided, aid it is hereby. enacted, "That if any of the several
counties hereinbefore mentioned shall not, after the said census for the year cighteen
hundred and forty shall have heen taken, be entitled by the graduation on the basis
aforesaid to a reprcscn‘t:it’idn in the house of delegates equal to that allowed (o such
county by the mifith section of this act, at the election of delegates for the December
session of the year cighteen hundred and thirty-eight, such county shall, neverthe.
less; after said census for the year cighteen hundred and forty; or any future census,
and forever thereafter, be entitled to elect the number of delegates allowed by the pro-
visions of said scction ‘for the said session; but nothing inthe proviso contained
shall be construed to include in"the represcentation of Anne Arundel County the
delegate allowed to the city of Annapolis in the said ninth section of this act.

Sec. 11, In all elections for senators, to be held atter the clection for delegates, for
the December session, cighteen hiindred and thirty-seven, the city of Annapolis shall
be deemed and taken as part of Aimne Arundel County,

Skc. 12, The general assembly shall have power from time to time to regulate all
matters relating to the judges, time, place, and manner of holding  clections for sen-
ators aind delegates, and of making returns thereof, and to divide the several coun-
ties into clection” distriets, for the more convenient holding of elections, not affecting
their terms or tenure of office. o ,

Ste, 13, So much of the constitution and forin of government as relates to the
council, to the governor, and to the clerk of the council, be abirogated, abolished, and
annulled, and that the whole executive power ‘of the government of this State shall
be vested exclusively in the governor, subject, nevertheless, to the checks, limitations,
and provisions hercinafter specified and mentioned.

Sec. 14. ‘The governor shall hominate, and, by and with the advice and consent of
the senate, shall appoint all officers of the State whose oflices are or may be created
by law, and whose appointment shall not be otherwise provided for by the constitu-
tion and form of government, or by any laws consistent with the constitution and
form of government: Zrovided, "That this act shall not be deemed or constried to
impair it any manner the validity of the commissions of such persons as shall be in
oflice under previous executive appointment, when ‘this act shall go into operation,
or alter, abritdge, or change the tenure, quality, or duration of the same, or of any of
them. S | |

Skc. 15. The governor shall have power to fill any vacancy that may occur in any
such offices during the recess of the senate, by granting commissions which shall
expire upon the appointinent of the same person, or any other person, by and with
the advice and consent of ‘the senate, to the same oftice, or at the expiration of one
calendar month, ensuing the commencement of the next regular session of the senate,
whichever shall first occur. o

Sic, 16, ‘I'he same person shall in no case be nominated by the governor a second
time during the same session for the saie office, in case he shall have been rejected
by the senate, unless after such rejection the senate” shall inform ‘the  governor by
message of their willingness to receive again the nomination of such rejected person
for further consideration’; and in case any person nominated by the governor for any
oflice shall have been rejected by the senate, it shall not be lawful for the governor
at any time afterwards, during the recess of the senate, in case of vacancy in the
same office, to appoint stch rejected person to fill said vacancy.

Ste, 1y, It shall be the duty of the ggvernor, within the period of one calendar
month next after this act-shall go into operation, and in the same session in which
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the same shall be confirmed, if it be confirmed, and annually thereafter during the
regular session of the senate, and ‘on” such particular day, 1f any, or within such
particular period as miay ‘be prescribed by law, to nominate, and by and with the
advice and consent of the senate; to appoint a secretary of state, who shall hold his
oflice until a successor shall ‘be appointed, and who shall discharge such dutics, and
receive such compensation, as shall be prescribed by law,

Ske. 18.In ease a vacancy shall oceur in the oflice of governor at any time after
this act shall go into operation, the general assembly,if in session, or if in tflc recess at
their next session, shall proceed to elect, by joint ballot of the two houses, some per-
son, being a qualified resident of the gubernatarial district from which the governor
for said term is to be taken, to be governor for the residue of said term in place-of
the person originally chosen; and in every case of vacancy, until the eldetion and
qualification of the person succeeding, the secretary of state, by virtue of his said office,
shall be clothed, ad interim, with the executive powersof govemment; and in case there
shall be no secretary of state, or i case he shall refuse to act, remove from the State,
die, resign, or be removed for cavse, the person filling the oflice of president of the
senate shall, by virtue of his said office, be clothed, ad interim, with the execntive
powers of government; and in case there shall be no president of the senate, or in
vase he shall refuse o act, remove from the State, die, resign, or be removed for
cause, the person filling the oflice of speéaker of the house of delegates shall, by virtue
of his said oftice, be clothed, ad interim, with the exceutive powers of government,

See. 19, ‘The term of oflice of the governor, who shall be chasen on the fivst Mon-
day of January next, shall continue for the termof one year, and until the clection
and qualification of a successor, to he chosen as hereinafier mentioned,

Sk, 20. At the time and places of holding the elections in the several counties of
this State, and in the city of Baltimore, for delegates to the general assembly for the
December session of the year eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, and before the
same judges hy whom the election for delegites shall Le held, and in every third
year forever thereafter, an election shall also be held for a governor of this State,
whose term of office shall commence on the first Monday of January nest cnsuing
the day of such election, and continue for three years, and until “the election and
qualification of a successor; at which said election every person qualified to 'vote for
delegates to the general assembly, at the place at which he shall offer to vote, shall
e entitled to vote for- governor, and the person voted for as governor shall possess
the gualifications fow réquired by the constitiition and form of government, and the
additional qualification of being at Jeast thirty years of age, and of being, and of having
lieen for at least three whole years before, a'resident within the limits of the guberna-
torial district from which the governor is to be talien at such clection, according to
the priority which shall be determined as hercinaftér mentioned; that is to say, the
State shall be, and the same is hereby, divided into three gubernatorial districts, as
follows: the counties of Cecil, Kent, Queen Annc's, Caroline, Talbot, Dorchester,
Somerset, and Worceester shall together compose one district, and uitilits number
shall be determined as hereinafter provided, shall be known as the castern district;
the counties of Saint Mary’s, Charles, Calvert, Prince George’s, Anne Arundel, inclit-
sive of the city of Annapolis, Montgomery, and Baltimore City, shall together com-
pose one dhistrict, and, until'its nuniber shall be determined as hereiaftér provided, shall
he known as the southern district; Baliimore, Harford, Carroll, Frederick, Washington,
and Alleghany Cotinties shall together compose - one district, and until its number
shall be determined as hercinafier provided, shall be known as the northwestern
district; “and for the purpose of determining the respective nunmibers and order of
priority of said districts in the same session in which  this act shall be confirmed, it
the same shall be confirmed as hereinafter mentioned, and on some day to be fixed
by concurrenice of ‘the two branches, the speaker of the house of delegates shall pre-
sent to the president of the senite, in the senate chamber, a box containing three
ballots of similar size and appearance, and on which shall severally be written, cast-
e district, southern district, northwestern district; and the president of the senate
shall thereupon draw from said box the said several ballots in succession, and the
district, the name of which shall be written o the ballot first drawn, shall thenceforth
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be distingtiished as the first gubernatorial district, and the person o be chosen gov-
ernor at the clection first to be held under the provisions of this section, and the
jerson to Le chosen at every succeeding third election for governor forever there-
after, shall be taken from the said first district; and “the district, the name of which
shall be wiitten on_ the ballot ‘sccondly drawn, shall thenceforth be distinguished as
the second gubeniatorial distriet, and the person to be chosen governor at the second
clection to be held under the provisions of this seetion, and the person to be chosen
dat every suceeeding ‘ihivd election for governor forever thereafter, shall be taken
Iromi the said second district, and the district, the name of which shall be written on
the ballot thirdly drawn, ¢hall thenceforth be distinguished as the third gubernatorial
district, and the person to be_chosen ‘governor at the third election to he held under
the provisions of tliis section, and the person to be chosen at every succeeding third
clection forever thereafter, shall be taken fronvthe gaiel thire district; and the result of
such drawing chall be entered. on the journal of the senate, and be reported by the
speaker of the house of delegates on his return to that body, and be entered on the
journal thereof, and shall e certified by a joint letter, to be signed by the president
of the senaté and the speaker of the house of delegates, and be addressed and trans-
mitted 1o the secretary of state, if appointed, and if vot, as soon as he shall be
appointed, to be by him preserved in his office.

Size. 21, The general assembly shall have power to regulate by law all ‘matters
which relate to the judges, time, place, and manner of holding elections for governor,
and of making returns thereol not affecting the tenure and term of oftice thereby, anil
that until otherwise directed, the returns shall lie made in like manner as in elections
for clectors of President and Vice-Presidentysave that the form of the certificates shall
lie varied to suit the casey and save also that the returns, instead of being made to
the governor and council, shall be made to-the senate, and be addressed to the presi-
dent of - the senate, dnd be inelosed under cover to the seeretary of state, by whom
they <hall be delivered to the president of the senate, at the commencement oi the
ression next ensting such election,

Sic. 22, Of thepersons voted for as governor at any such election, the person
having, in the judgment of the senate, thie highest number of legal votes, and ossess-
ing the legal qualifications, and resident, as aforesaid, in the district from which the
govertor at such election is to be taken, shall be governor, and shall qualify in'the
manter prescribed by the eonstitition and laws, on the first Monday of January next
ensuing his clection; or as soon theréafter as may bey and ali questions 1 relation to
the number or legality of- the votes given for exch and any person voted for as gov-
ernor, and in relation to the returns,and in relation to thequalincations of the persons
voted for as governor, shall be decided by the senate, and in case two or more per-
vons, legally qualified according to the provisions of this act, shall have an equal ntim-
ber of legal votes, then the senate and house of delegates, upon joint ballot, shall
deterniine whieh once of them shall be governor, and the one which, upon counling
the ballots, shall have the highest number of votes, shall be govéror, and shall quality
accordingly. '

Sic. 23 No person who shall be elected, and shall act as governor, shall be again
cligible for the next succeeding term, : . _

Sic. 240 The elections to be held in pursnance of this act shall be hield on the first
Wednesday of October, in the year cighteen himdred and “thirty-eight; and for the
election of delegates on the same iy in~every year thereafter, for the clect:on of
governor on the same day in every third year thereafter, and for the election of sena-
tors of the first class, on the same day, in the second year after their election and
classification, and on the same day in every sixth’year thereafter; and for the clection
of senators of the second 2lass, on the same day in the fourth year after their election
and  classification; and “on- the same day in every sisth year thereafter; and for the
clection of senators of the third class, on the same day, in the sisth year after their
clection and classification, and on the same day in every sixth year thereafter.

Ske, 25, In all elections for governor, the ety of Annapolis shall he decmed and
taken as part of Anne Arundel County, .

Ske. 26, ‘The relation of master and slave, in this State, shall not be abolished,
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unless a bill so to abolish the same shall bé passed by a unanimous vote of the mem-
Lers of each branch of the general  assemibly, and shall 1 published at least three
months betore a new election of delegates, and shall be confirmed by a unanimous
vote of the members of cach branch of the general assembly, at the next regular
constitational séssion after such new electiof, nor thén, without full compensation to
the master for the property of which he'shall be thereby deprived. ‘

SEc. 27. ‘Thecity of Annapolis shall contintie to be the seat of government, and
the place of holding the sessions of the court of appeals for the western shore, and the
high court of chancery. : :

Stc, 28. If this act shall be confirmed by the general assembly, after a new election
of delegates, in the first session after such new election, agreeably to the provisions of
the constitution” and from of government; then: and in such case this act, and the
alierations and amendiments of the constitution therein contained, shall be taken and
vonsidered, and shall constitute and be valid, as a part of said constitution and forin
of government, anything in the said constitution and form of government to the
contrary notwithstanding.

RATIFIED 18406,

Arr. XXV That the sessions of the general assembly he blennial instead of

annual.

CONSTITUTION OF MARYLAND-—1851.*
THE DECLARATION OF RIGHTS,

1We, the people of the State of Maryland, graleful fo Almighly God for our civil and
religions liberty, and taking into our scrious cousideration the best means of estoblishing
a good constitution in this Stale, for the sure foundation and more permanent security
thereof, declare ; i

Arricik 1 That all government of right originates from the people, is founded in
compact only, and instituted solely for the good of the whole; and they have at all
times, according to the mode preseribed in this constitution, the unalicnable right to
alter, reform, or abolish their form of government, in such manuer as they may deem
expedient. - . . . ;

Art, 2. That the people-of this State onght to have the sole and exclusive right
of regulating the internal governmeit and police thereof,

Arr. 3. That the inhabitants of Maryland are entitled to the common law of Eng-
land, and ‘the “trial by jury according to the course of that law, and to tlie benefit of
such of the English statutes as existed on the fourth day of July, seventeen” hundred
and seventy-six, and’ which, by expericnee, have been found applicable to their local
aud other circumstances, and have been introduced, nsed, and practised by the courts
of law or equity, and also of all acts:of assembly in force on the first Monday of
November, cighteen hundred an ¥y except such as ‘may have since expired, or
may be altered by this constitution, subject, nevertheless, to the revision of, and amend-
ment or repeal by the legislature of this State; and the inhabitants of Maryland are
also entitled to all property derived to them from or nnder the: charter granted by
His Majesty Charles the First to Caecilitis'Calvert, Baron of Baltimore.

ART, 4. That all persons invested with the legislative or executive powers of gov-
crnment are the trustees of the public, and as such accountable for their condhict:
wherefore, whenever the ends of government are perverted, and public liberty mani-
festly endangered, and all other means of redress are ineffectual, the people may, and
of right ought to, reform the old or “establish a new government.  The doctrine of
non-resistance against arbitrary power and oppression is absurd, slavish, and destruc-
tive of the good and happiness of mankind,

" This constitution was framed by a convention which met at Amnapolis November 4, 1850, and
completed-its labors May 13, 1851, It was ratitied by the people June 4, 1851,



