
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4376 July 22, 2020 
year 2021 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

Mitch McConnell, Mike Crapo, Pat Rob-
erts, John Cornyn, John Barrasso, Cory 
Gardner, Roy Blunt, Thom Tillis, Mar-
sha Blackburn, Mike Rounds, Shelley 
Moore Capito, Kevin Cramer, John 
Thune, James M. Inhofe, Jerry Moran, 
Joni Ernst, John Boozman. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on amendment No. 
2301 offered by the Senator from Okla-
homa to S. 4049, a bill to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2021 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 87, 

nays 13, as follows: 
[Rollcall Vote No. 137 Leg.] 

YEAS—87 
Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Enzi 

Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Loeffler 
Manchin 
McConnell 
McSally 
Menendez 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 

Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—13 
Booker 
Gillibrand 
Harris 
Kennedy 
Lee 

Markey 
Merkley 
Paul 
Romney 
Sanders 

Van Hollen 
Warren 
Wyden 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PERDUE). On this vote, the yeas are 87, 
the nays are 13. 

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion was agreed to. 

The Senator from Iowa. 
CHINA 

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, the 
coronavirus doesn’t come with a label 
saying ‘‘Made in China,’’ but perhaps it 
should. This pandemic, which began in 
Wuhan, China, has flooded the world 
just like so many products from China 

that we all now rely upon to protect 
ourselves against the spread of the con-
tagion. The situation underscores the 
conundrum our Nation faces balancing 
the need to work with the Chinese Gov-
ernment and the challenges of holding 
the Communist Party accountable for 
its devious deeds. 

Plain and simple: The Chinese Com-
munist Party attempted to cover up 
the outbreak of COVID–19 from the 
very beginning and continues to do so 
today. Rather than containing the 
spread of the virus, the regime has fo-
cused on containing knowledge of the 
outbreak, going so far as punishing 
Chinese scientists who dared to warn 
about the virus’s imminent danger. 

As a result, we now face a worldwide 
pandemic that has claimed countless 
victims and could impact every aspect 
of our lives for months, if not years, to 
come. China doesn’t play by the rules. 
They constantly seek to undermine the 
law. And if you ask an Iowa farmer, 
they will tell you the same. 

For years, China has stolen intellec-
tual property and reneged on their 
trade agreements. While we have seen 
China still purchasing some of our corn 
and soybeans, they haven’t completely 
held up their end of the deal when it 
comes to China phase one. 

Folks, when China cheats on trade 
deals, the impact is real: American jobs 
are lost and wealth is transferred from 
the United States to the Communist 
Party of China. This is unacceptable, 
especially after the damage already 
caused to our economy by China’s mis-
handling of the coronavirus outbreak. 

For decades, our leaders in Wash-
ington played along, remaining quiet 
as China stole American intellectual 
property and scientific research, cheat-
ed on trade deals, and violated basic 
human rights. Those days are over. 

President Trump is standing up to 
China by taking decisive actions 
against the Communist regime for its 
flagrant violation of trade deals and 
crackdown on the autonomy and rights 
of Hong Kong. 

I have heard this from farmers in 
Iowa. They know that this President is 
standing up for them and pushing back 
on China. And here in the Senate, my 
colleagues and I are also holding China 
accountable. 

Right now, I am laser-focused on de-
creasing our dependency on China for 
critical supplies. The COVID–19 pan-
demic has been what I call a great 
awakening when it comes to the vul-
nerabilities in our supply chain. The 
United States has become far too de-
pendent on Communist China for items 
like personal protective equipment, 
prescription drugs, and other essential 
medical supplies. We need to fix that. 
And that is what I am fighting to do. 

During my military service, includ-
ing as a logistics battalion commander 
in the Iowa Army National Guard, I 
learned firsthand the importance of se-
curing the defense supply chain. We 
cannot continue to rely on our adver-
saries, like China, for critically impor-
tant national security materials. 

That is why, in this year’s annual De-
fense bill, I made it a priority to boost 
support for university research in 
places like Iowa to ensure we can make 
and manufacture metals and materials 
here at home. This will help make sure 
China doesn’t corner the world market 
on key materials. 

Retaking our supply chain from Red 
China also means removing unneces-
sary redtape imposed by Washington. I 
am working to waive the tax penalties 
for manufacturing and medical supply 
companies that choose to relocate to 
America. 

I have also demanded the Treasury 
Department investigate how Chinese 
companies are avoiding taxes that U.S. 
businesses have to pay. 

Iowans across the State have told me 
how much they appreciate this Presi-
dent standing up for them by pushing 
back on the years of bad actions by the 
Communist Party. They also want to 
end our dependence on that same Com-
munist regime. 

Yes, we can and we should continue 
trading important agricultural prod-
ucts. But at the same time, we should 
bring jobs back and make critical sup-
plies ourselves so that when you look 
at a product’s label, it proudly reads 
‘‘Made in the U.S.A.’’ 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Ohio. 
Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I want 

to thank Senator ERNST for putting 
this colloquy together. What she just 
said with regard to the importance of 
having reliable sources here in Amer-
ica is absolutely right. 

The supply chain issue is one that I 
hope we will address in this COVID 
package—for starters, with regard to 
our personal protective gear, the PPE, 
because if we can’t rely on having 
masks and gowns and other PPE made 
here in America, it is tough for us, par-
ticularly during an international pan-
demic like this, to build and rely on 
countries like China. Also, frankly, 
some of the product that comes from 
China has not been reliable itself. 

I appreciate what you are doing there 
and also the work you are doing to en-
courage us to be more resourceful here 
at home, to be sure we are doing the 
things we have to do to protect our-
selves from foreign influence, including 
China. 

Part of our issue with China, I think, 
is that for the last several years, a lot 
of us point fingers at China and we are 
not pointing fingers, frankly, at our in-
ternal problems. We need to get our 
house in order here in America and 
protect ourselves better. We have legis-
lation to do that, which we just re-
ported out of the Governmental Affairs 
Committee today. It has to do with 
this issue of China coming to the 
United States and systemically tar-
geting promising research and prom-
ising researchers, and saying: We would 
like to get that research. 

The research is often supported by 
the U.S. taxpayer. It is sort of tough 
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