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maintain that. This bill will allow 
some greater training and instruction 
to make sure we protect the rights of 
each individual to live their faith. We 
think that is important as well. 

There are a lot of good things in this. 
I am glad to be a part of it and to see 
this continue on, even through some 
things that you may not think are 
really military in it. Last year, in the 
bill, when it came out of conference, 
paid parental leave was added to it for 
Federal employees. A lot of folks said: 
Where did that come from? It came 
from a House-Senate compromise. In 
the House-Senate was documentation 
to add paid parental leave, but the 
problem was, what the House had actu-
ally pulled together for paid parental 
leave didn’t work for a lot of folks. It 
left out people like the FAA and all the 
folks who work for FAA. It left out the 
TSA. It left out article I judges, so 
they don’t get access. If you work for 
the FAA and TSA, you don’t get access 
to paid parental leave like other Fed-
eral employees do. You know, we need 
to fix that, and I have an amendment 
in this bill that says: Let’s treat all 
Federal workers the same in this. If we 
are going to pay parental leave, don’t 
ignore the good folks who work for the 
FAA and TSA and other folks. So this 
actually fixes an error from last year’s 
bill that came over from the House to 
make sure that all Federal employees 
are treated equally. We can do this. 

This is something we already have 
wide bipartisan support for. It is why 
we opened the bill with so many votes 
yesterday on a wide bipartisan major-
ity. Let’s keep working on it, and let’s 
finish it out. Let’s get it done before 
the Fourth of July so we can continue 
to honor members of the U.S. military 
and to thank them because they are 
literally standing watch across the 
Earth right now on our behalf. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Missouri. 
Mr. BLUNT. Madam President, I am 

always pleased to be on the floor with 
my good friend from Oklahoma, Mr. 
LANKFORD, but I am particularly glad I 
was able to be here today. Early, in his 
remarks, he was talking about a fam-
ily, remembering that family in pray-
er, and then very thoughtfully going 
around the world of where people are, 
at this minute, who defend us. It is a 
good thing for us to think about; it is 
a good thing for us to keep in mind; 
and it is good that when we say we are 
remembering people in our prayers, to 
be sure they really understand that we 
are. I am glad to be with my neighbor 
here today and also with Senator 
HOEVEN on the floor. 

This will be the 60th time in a row, if 
we do our job, that we pass the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act. I 
don’t think there is any other bill—in 
fact, I am sure there is no other bill— 
we pass every year. When we pass this 
bill every year, we reestablish, every 
year, that defense is our No. 1 priority. 
Defending the country is the one thing 

that almost everybody admits they 
can’t do for themselves. The States 
don’t think they could do this without 
us. 

This is a national responsibility, and 
the threats we see today are complex. 
They are more pronounced than any 
our Nation has ever faced. Former 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
General Dunford, recently said that 
our military has to be ready to fight 
across regions, to fight across domains, 
and across functions. This bill moves 
forward in all of those areas, being sure 
that we are interoperable where we 
need to be; that we are quickly mobile 
where we need to be; and that our 
armed services work as well together 
as we could possibly hope they could 
work together. 

The President has launched policies 
and programs to ensure the safety and 
the well-being of Americans. Certainly, 
the people who defend us who serve in 
the military are doing their part to 
protect our Nation. Now it is time for 
the Congress to do its part, led by the 
Senate and led by Chairman INHOFE 
and Ranking Member REED bringing 
this bill to the floor. It is not a small 
bill, and it is not a bill that gets done 
just without a lot of work and a lot of 
compromise and a lot of determination 
as to what is really doable at this time, 
but this is the bill we are voting on. 

Since we do it every year, a lot of it 
is not absolutely new, but all of it is, in 
my view, as updated as the committee 
could bring it to the floor, and we are 
going to have a discussion of what 
needs to change, even being that this 
year the Senate’s version of the bill 
provides $740 billion to support the De-
partment of Defense. 

We see this at a critical time when 
our adversaries, including China and 
Russia, seek to undermine our influ-
ence around the world. Russia was just 
accused of putting a bounty on the 
head of not only American service peo-
ple but our allies in some parts of the 
world. If that is true, a price should be 
paid for that. We are going to be work-
ing hard in the next days to determine 
how deep that intelligence goes and 
how true that allegation is, but wheth-
er it is true or not, it should be no sur-
prise that the Russians are constantly 
focused on things that diminish the im-
pact of the United States of America, 
and the Chinese are more and more fo-
cused on that at the same time. 

This bill authorizes $1.4 billion to es-
tablish a Pacific Deterrence Initiative 
that will help secure our interests in 
the Pacific and our friends in the Pa-
cific. The bill supports military readi-
ness and modernization priorities. It 
has more than $21 billion for ship-
building and investing in technology 
like hypersonic weapons, artificial in-
telligence, machine learning, and 
things we have to have to keep the cur-
rent advantages we have. 

It recognizes the family. There is $4 
million in this bill to help military 
spouses transfer their professional li-
cense between assignments and be-

tween States when servicemembers are 
reassigned. I am pleased to say that 
the Missouri General Assembly has 
been a leader in that effort. When you 
move to our State as a spouse of some-
one in the military, your credentials 
should be, and I think now are, able to 
be moved with you. 

This bill increases funding for Impact 
Aid by $70 million, and $20 million of 
that is for children with severe disabil-
ities. The other $50 million is just for 
trying to make up for what would have 
been a taxpaying unit, if that unit 
hadn’t been there. I think Impact Aid 
matters. This bill, once again, says it 
matters, and we are increasing it. 

These programs are critical. They are 
important. We need to ensure that the 
military construction projects that 
will be funded later by the appropria-
tions process are authorized here. 
There is $40 million for the new hos-
pital that ground was broken on at 
Fort Leonard Wood just last week. 
There is $60 million for the new Na-
tional Geospatial-Intelligence facility 
in St. Louis, a $1.3 billion or so project 
that is well on its way now. This au-
thorizes the next moving forward of 
that project. 

Investments in military weapons 
that are made in Missouri and things 
that help our military that are made in 
Missouri, such as the development of 
the B–21 Raider that will be based at 
Whiteman, or the modernization of the 
C–130H aircraft where Rosecrans, in 
Saint Joseph, is the world training cen-
ter for our NATO allies to come and 
understand lift and moving things 
around and how those C–130s work. 

This bill authorizes $1.8 billion to 
buy 24 F–18 aircraft that are built in 
Missouri and $1.3 billion to buy F–15s. 
They are built in Missouri, made with 
a great Missouri-Illinois workforce, 
and I know Senator DURBIN and I will 
work together again on Defense 
approps to be sure that this authoriza-
tion is fully filled. These aircraft are 
essential and need to be part of our 
continuing defense base. 

Senator HAWLEY and I proposed an 
amendment in the bill that would 
make Silver Star Service Banner Day 
an annual recognition on May 1. This is 
to be sure we honor the sacrifices of 
wounded and ill members of the Air 
Force. I urge my colleagues to recog-
nize the addition of Silver Star Banner 
Day in this bill. 

There are a lot of bipartisan prior-
ities in this bill. This will have a bipar-
tisan vote when it leaves the Senate. It 
is a bill worthy of support, and I look 
forward to our efforts to get this done 
for the 60th Senate in a row. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Dakota. 
Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I 

appreciate the opportunity to join with 
my colleague from the State of Mis-
souri and agree very much with the 
comments he has just made, and I am 
here today to express my support for 
the National Defense Authorization 
Act this week. 
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Defense Department leaders always 

tell me that, if we don’t get NDAA 
done and our Defense appropriations 
bill—and I am on the Appropriations 
Committee and on the Defense Appro-
priations Subcommittee—that those 
delays really are a challenge and a 
problem for the military and cost some 
money. So, obviously, if we can get 
this bill done this week and get on to 
our Defense appropriations bill and get 
those passed, it makes a big, positive 
difference for our men and women in 
uniform. 

We should be able to move this 
NDAA legislation quickly because the 
chairman and the ranking member 
have put together a good bill for our 
national security and for our Armed 
Forces. 

This NDAA supports our national de-
fense strategy that is designed to keep 
us ahead of the Russians, the Chinese, 
and other adversaries, and it includes 
things like standing up the Space 
Force, investing in new technologies 
like hypersonics and artificial intel-
ligence, and creating a Pacific Deter-
rence Initiative to help ensure that we 
have the capabilities we need through-
out the Pacific region to deter conflict 
and coordinate with our allies. 

Also, I am very pleased that this bill 
includes strong support for modern-
izing our nuclear deterrent, which is 
vital to our national security, and that 
certainly includes the dual nuclear 
mission at the Minot Air Force Base in 
my State. 

This bill moves forward a number of 
modernization programs, including the 
modernization program for new inter-
continental ballistic missiles, the 
ICBMs; a new nuclear cruise missile, 
which is now called the LRSO, the 
long-range standoff weapon; and up-
grades for the B–52, including a new en-
gine—reengining what has been an in-
credible aircraft for many, many years 
and has had a longevity that is unbe-
lievable. And the Air Force projects an 
ongoing longevity for it for quite some 
time. Part of that is all the upgrades 
that we have put into this platform, in-
cluding now new engines, as well as 
things that include the weapons sys-
tems, the ability to carry those weap-
ons systems, communications—just a 
whole range of upgrades that have been 
incredibly important for that aircraft. 

Of course, there are other aspects 
that go with the nuclear mission, 
whether it is the nuclear command and 
control systems as well as upgrading 
the nuclear warheads on the weapons 
that the aircraft delivers. 

Also, I support provisions in this bill 
to place restrictions on the retirement 
of the RQ–4 Global Hawk, which is 
headquartered at Grand Forks Air 
Force Base in North Dakota. Now, our 
combatant commanders rely on the 
Global Hawk every single day. These 
aircraft are highly capable and are not 
easily replaced, so we are going to need 
a lot more information from the Air 
Force about what capabilities could re-
place the Global Hawk. In other words, 

what is the follow-on mission? That is 
particularly true given the Navy’s 
commitment to the Triton, which uses 
the same airframe as the Global Hawk. 

So we would certainly need that for 
an ISR mission, and we are going to 
need to know what the follow-on is and 
when that is going to be available be-
fore there is any retirement of the RQ– 
4, and we have legislation included in 
this bill to make sure that that is prop-
erly and fully addressed. 

Also, I support the bill’s authoriza-
tion of additional procurement of MQ– 
9 aircraft. This fleet is used every day 
in a variety of missions, and we need to 
sustain it as well until there are prov-
en replacements for it. 

Because we are going to be flying the 
MQ–9 for many years to come, we have 
to make sure that we have all the fa-
cilities we need to operate that air-
craft. Of course, I am talking about the 
Reaper, which we use all over the 
globe. 

One of the Air National Guard units 
that flies that mission—one of the first 
to fly it—is our North Dakota Air Na-
tional Guard, and I am pleased that 
this bill includes authorization of $17.5 
million for a new operations facility 
for the North Dakota Air National 
Guard in Fargo, and I look forward to 
working in my role on the Defense Ap-
propriations Subcommittee to make 
sure that that authorization is funded 
for that facility. It is very important 
in terms of that MQ–9 mission. 

The bill also provides authorization 
for a 3-percent increase for our forces 
and authorizes the fiscal year 2021 mili-
tary construction program. I am look-
ing forward to working on those, as I 
am also a member of the Military Con-
struction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Sub-
committee as well, and we want to 
make sure that we are providing fund-
ing for those priorities—those military 
construction projects. 

Finally, I want to thank the chair-
man and the ranking member for help-
ing us to clear some of my amend-
ments, which I have included to further 
this legislation as well. 

The committee included an amend-
ment I authored that will require the 
Air Force to define how its next budget 
will support activities in the Arctic, 
which is increasingly important for our 
national security. The Air Force is 
starting to refine its strategies to oper-
ate in the Arctic region, and my 
amendment helps ensure that the Air 
Force translates strategic concepts 
into real capabilities. It will ensure we 
do not cede this critical region to our 
adversaries. 

I also appreciate the chairman and 
ranking member including an amend-
ment I filed in relation to the Ground 
Based Strategic Deterrent Program, 
which is to develop a new ICBM. It is 
critical that we keep this GBSD— 
which is Ground Based Strategic Deter-
rent—program on schedule so it can re-
place the existing Minuteman III at the 
end of the decade. 

Of course, all of our nuclear weapon 
components have to be capable of with-
standing electromagnetic pulses, or 
EMPs, so my amendment requires that 
the Air Force report on how it will en-
sure that these systems and compo-
nents will be protected from electro-
magnetic pulses. By planning ahead, 
we can make sure that we are prepared 
for something like that. 

I also hope that we will be able to in-
clude an amendment that Senator 
UDALL and I have offered, a bipartisan 
amendment that would reauthorize and 
reform Native American housing as-
sistance programs as well as authorize 
a joint Tribal housing initiative be-
tween Housing and Urban Development 
and the Veterans Administration to 
provide Native Americans who are 
homeless veterans—now, we are talk-
ing about our veterans, and the per-
centage of Native Americans who serve 
in the military, I think, is the highest 
of any ethnic group. So we have a lot of 
Native American veterans, and for 
those who are homeless, we have to 
help them with their housing and their 
healthcare services. That is what this 
amendment does. 

I chair the committee on Native 
Americans, and along with our vice 
chairman, Vice Chairman UDALL, we 
have put together this legislation, 
which includes housing and also ad-
dressing our Native American veterans 
in a way that I think is important and 
helpful. I hope that it can be included 
in this legislation. 

In closing, the NDAA provides vital 
support for our men and women in uni-
form. It authorizes important defense 
priorities for our Nation, including un-
manned aerial systems, which is, of 
course, a huge and growing area—our 
unmanned aerial systems—and the sup-
port for the nuclear mission, which I 
have mentioned. 

Again, I think this is good legisla-
tion. It is bipartisan legislation. We 
need to all work together now to get it 
done and get it done this week for our 
men and women in uniform. They do so 
much for us, and we need to be there 
for them. We need to support them by 
passing this legislation. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Iowa. 
Ms. ERNST. Madam President, this 

week we debate, as the Senate should, 
the annual Defense bill, the National 
Defense Authorization Act. 

I served 23 years in military uniform, 
as both a company commander in Iraq 
and Kuwait during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and as a logistics battalion 
commander with the Iowa National 
Guard. It is because of that experience 
that I understand that the work we do 
here on this bipartisan Defense bill 
matters immensely to our troops. 

When the COVID–19 pandemic hit us, 
50,000 National Guard and Active-Duty 
troops answered the call without hesi-
tation and are out there today running 
test sites, delivering medical supplies 
by ground and by air, and even running 
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