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1094 SENATE PROCEDURE 

When a Senator calls up an amendment he thereby 
loses the floor, and he does not gain the floor or the right 
to the floor by asking unanimous consent that the reading 
of the amendment be dispensed with. 21 A Senator who 
obtains unanimous consent to dispense with the further 
reading of another Senator's amendment is not thereby 
automatically recognized, and the Chair may recognize 
whichever Senator first seeks recognition. 2 2 

A Senator is not entitled to the floor until he is recog-
nized by the Chair, 2 3 and technically he loses the floor 
when he makes a motion or offers an amendment. See 
"Floor Relinquished on Calling Up an Amendment," pp. 
40-41. If a motion is put to a vote, the mover loses the 
floor, and it is then the duty of the Presiding Officer to 
recognize the Senator who first rises and addresses him.24 

It is the duty of the Presiding Officer to recognize the 
Senator who first addresses him, but when several Sena-
tors are demanding recognition, the Chair has the privi-
lege of choosing the one to recognize. 2 5 

In the ordinary course of the consideration of a bill or 
other matter, the Senator who rises and first addresses 
the Chair is entitled to recognition, and a Senator manag-
ing the bill who may be sitting in the majority leader's 
seat, but did not address the Chair, would have no prefer-
ential status as to recognition. 26 

Every Senator, in due time, has a right to recognition 
before the Senate acts on an issue unless by unanimous 
consent a limitation of debate is entered into which pre-
cludes him from such right. 27 

In 1937, the Vice President announced a policy of giving 
priority of recognition to the Majority and Minority Lead-
ers when they were on their feet seeking recognition. The 
action of the Majority Leader in yielding, after being rec-
ognized, to a Senator to move to proceed to the consider-
ation of a bill having been challenged as not being in 
conformity with the rule, the Vice President held that the 
Majority Leader could not farm out his time. 28 

21 July 19, 1983, 98-1, Record, p.19769. 
22 May 13, 1988, 100-2, Record, pp. S 5776-78. 
23 Feb. 17, 1941, 77-1. Record, p. 1052. 
24 See May 1, 1928, 70-1, Record, p. 7305. 
25 Aug. 11, 1937, 75-1, Record, p. 8694. 
26 See Mar. 31, 1964, 88-2, Record, pp. 6607-08, 6613. 
27 July 9,1969, 91-1, Record, pp. 18856-57. 
2S Aug. 13, 1937,75-1, Record, pp. 8839-40; see also Feb. 21, 1938,75-3, Record, p. 

2202. 


