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submit to Congress a report detailing Rus-
sian assets and personnel in Venezuela and 
assessing the probability that Russian secu-
rity forces or private military contractors of 
Russian origin take an active role in sup-
porting Nicolás Maduro’s efforts to retain 
power. 

SA 85. Mr. SASSE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 1, to make improve-
ments to certain defense and security 
assistance provisions and to authorize 
the appropriation of funds to Israel, to 
reauthorize the United States-Jordan 
Defense Cooperation Act of 2015, and to 
halt the wholesale slaughter of the 
Syrian people, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. ANNUAL REPORT ON CHINESE COM-

MUNIST PARTY INFLUENCE AND 
PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES IN 
UNITED STATES. 

(a) ANNUAL REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later 
than 180 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act and not less frequently than once 
each year thereafter, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence shall, acting through the 
Director of the National Counterintelligence 
Security Center, submit to Congress a report 
on influence and propaganda activities of the 
Chinese Communist Party, the Government 
of the People’s Republic of China, and the 
Chinese People’s Liberation Army carried 
out in the United States. 

(b) FORM OF REPORTS.—Each report sub-
mitted under subsection (a) shall be sub-
mitted in unclassified form, but may include 
a classified annex. 

SA 86. Mr. SASSE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 1, to make improve-
ments to certain defense and security 
assistance provisions and to authorize 
the appropriation of funds to Israel, to 
reauthorize the United States-Jordan 
Defense Cooperation Act of 2015, and to 
halt the wholesale slaughter of the 
Syrian people, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTEL-

LIGENCE REPORT ON BELT AND 
ROAD INITIATIVE OF PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA. 

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Director of National Intelligence 
shall submit to Congress a report on the se-
curity implications of the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative of the People’s Republic of China. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The report submitted under 
subsection (a) shall include the following: 

(1) An assessment of the objectives of the 
Belt and Road Initiative and the ability of 
China to meet those objectives. 

(2) An evaluation of the security implica-
tions of the Belt and Road Initiative, includ-
ing specific military applications in both 
peacetime and during conflict. 

(3) An assessment of the current and future 
effects of the initiative on regional eco-
nomic, political, and security interests of 
the United States and allies and partners of 
the United States. 

(c) FORM OF REPORT.—The report sub-
mitted under subsection (a) shall be sub-
mitted in unclassified form, but may include 
a classified annex. 

SA 87. Mr. SASSE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 1, to make improve-
ments to certain defense and security 
assistance provisions and to authorize 
the appropriation of funds to Israel, to 
reauthorize the United States-Jordan 
Defense Cooperation Act of 2015, and to 
halt the wholesale slaughter of the 
Syrian people, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
TITLE V—MISCELLANEOUS 

SEC. 501. ASSESSMENT OF COLLABORATIVE INI-
TIATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES 
AND THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA RELATING TO SCIENTIFIC 
AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to Congress a report assessing 
collaborative initiatives of the United States 
and the People’s Republic of China relating 
to scientific and technical cooperation. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following: 

(1) A description of the nature of collabo-
rative initiatives described in subsection (a), 
including how such initiatives are funded, 
who participates in such initiatives, and the 
outcomes of such initiatives. 

(2) A description of the licensing and regu-
latory regime under which such initiatives 
occur. 

(3) An assessment of whether the intellec-
tual property rights of United States re-
searchers and entities participating in such 
initiatives are being adequately protected. 

(4) An assessment of whether entities 
owned or controlled by the government or 
the military of the People’s Republic of 
China are benefitting from research funded 
by United States taxpayers. 

(5) An assessment of whether any Chinese 
researchers participating in such initiatives 
have ties to the government or the military 
of the People’s Republic of China. 

(6) An assessment of whether any institu-
tions of higher education, laboratories, or 
other entities in the United States partici-
pating in such initiatives have been subject 
to cyber penetration originating in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. 

(7) An evaluation the benefits of such ini-
tiatives for the United States. 

(8) An assessment of any redundancies 
among such initiatives. 

(9) Recommendations for improving such 
initiatives. 

SA 88. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 65 proposed by Mr. 
MCCONNELL (for himself, Mr. GRAHAM, 
Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BURR, Mr. ROMNEY, Ms. 
ERNST, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. 
SASSE, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. TILLIS, 
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. YOUNG, and 
Mr. BOOZMAN) to the bill S. 1, to make 
improvements to certain defense and 
security assistance provisions and to 
authorize the appropriation of funds to 
Israel, to reauthorize the United 
States-Jordan Defense Cooperation Act 
of 2015, and to halt the wholesale 
slaughter of the Syrian people, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 

SEC. lll. AUTHORIZATION. 
The President is hereby authorized to un-

dertake military assistance and use of armed 
forces, if the President determines it nec-
essary and appropriate, to defend the Kurds 
in Syria against armed aggression from any 
country or terrorist organization. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
JANUARY 31, 2019 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m. Thursday, Janu-
ary 31; further, that following the pray-
er and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; further, that following 
leader remarks, the Senate resume 
consideration of S. 1, and that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the Senate vote on 
the motion to invoke cloture on the 
McConnell amendment No. 65 at 3:30 
p.m. and that the mandatory quorum 
call be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 3:16 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
January 31, 2019, at 10 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

MARK SCHULTZ, OF NEBRASKA, TO BE COMMISSIONER 
OF THE REHABILITATION SERVICES ADMINISTRATION, 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, VICE JANET LORRAINE 
LABRECK. 

ROBERT L. KING, OF KENTUCKY, TO BE ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION, DEPART-
MENT OF EDUCATION, VICE EDUARDO M. OCHOA. 

IN THE NAVY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be rear admiral 

REAR ADM. (LH) PETER G. STAMATOPOULOS 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be rear admiral 

REAR ADM. (LH) GAYLE D. SHAFFER 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be rear admiral 

REAR ADM. (LH) KELLY A. AESCHBACH 
REAR ADM. (LH) FRANK D. WHITWORTH 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be rear admiral 

REAR ADM. (LH) BLAKE L. CONVERSE 
REAR ADM. (LH) CHARLES B. COOPER II 
REAR ADM. (LH) DONALD D. GABRIELSON 
REAR ADM. (LH) GREGORY N. HARRIS 
REAR ADM. (LH) JEFFREY T. JABLON 
REAR ADM. (LH) YANCY B. LINDSEY 
REAR ADM. (LH) JOHN F. MEIER 
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