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The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the Gupta nomina-
tion? 

Mr. DURBIN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
The result was announced—yeas 51, 

nays 49, as follows: 
[Rollcall Vote No. 160 Ex.] 

YEAS—51 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—49 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Paul 
Portman 

Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

BALDWIN). The majority leader. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 

first I just want to say, before I move 
on a motion to discharge, it is really so 
good to have Vanita Gupta now in-
stalled as Associate Attorney General. 
To have someone with such a back-
ground in civil rights at this time in 
American history is so important and 
so vital to the country. 

I am so glad that the Senate has now 
approved her and she can do her vital 
job, including dealing with the sys-
temic bias we have seen in policing and 
in law enforcement throughout the 
country. So it is very good news for the 
forces of equality and justice in the 
country. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask that the motion to reconsider be 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate and that 
the President be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

MOTION TO DISCHARGE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
pursuant to S. Res. 27, the Committee 
on Armed Services being tied on the 
question of reporting, I move to dis-
charge the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices from further consideration of the 
nomination of Colin Hackett Kahl, of 
California, to be Under Secretary of 
Defense for Policy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the provisions of S. Res. 27, there will 
now be up to 4 hours of debate on the 
motion, equally divided between the 
two leaders or their designees, with no 
motions, points of order, or amend-
ments in order. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the time be equally divided 
during the quorum call. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The senior Senator from Oklahoma. 
NOMINATION OF COLIN HACKETT KAHL 

Mr. INHOFE. Let my start by urging 
my colleagues in the Senate to vote 
against the motion to discharge from 
the Senate Armed Services Committee 
the nomination of Colin Kahl for Under 
Secretary of Defense for Policy. This is 
not a decision I take lightly. I have al-
ways felt that any new administration 
should have his team or her team, and 
I have generally been very supportive. 

When President Biden nominated Dr. 
Kahl for this position, my expectation 
was that, if confirmed, he and I would 
often disagree on policy, but we would 
actually get along together; we could 
coexist together. I quickly learned that 
this would really be impossible with 
Dr. Kahl. I don’t think I have ever said 
that about any nominee for any posi-
tion that I can recall. 

My Republican colleagues in the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee—all 12 
of them—reached the same conclusion. 
We opposed his nomination unani-
mously. That is very unusual. 

Before I explain why not a single Re-
publican was able to support Dr. Kahl’s 
confirmation in committee, I want to 
emphasize how rare this is. The Senate 
Armed Services Committee, as every-
one knows, is extremely bipartisan, 
certainly in the years that I was 
chairing that committee with Ranking 
Member JACK REED. We got along fa-
mously. We got things done that other 
people couldn’t get done. 

The Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee has always been bipartisan. We 
have disagreements, of course, but Re-
publicans and Democrats on the com-
mittee have a legacy of consensus. Na-
tional security and taking care of our 

troops are bipartisan concerns. This is 
how we succeeded in passing the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act. 

The National Defense Authorization 
Act is the largest bill every year. It is 
the one where it sets out the guidelines 
for the coming year, and it is the one 
where we always have gotten along. We 
passed it every year for 60 consecutive 
years. It shows and demonstrates very 
clearly how well we get along. 

The Department deserves a nominee 
with bipartisan credibility. You have 
to keep in mind this position is the No. 
3 position in the Pentagon. It rep-
resents our shared bipartisan vision of 
effective national security and healthy 
civil-military relations. 

This position demands a nominee 
who can carry out the President’s poli-
cies while engaging those who disagree 
in good faith. That isn’t the case with 
this nominee. That is why we are faced 
with this vote today. 

I also want to clear up a common 
misunderstanding. Republicans on the 
committee did not vote against Dr. 
Kahl simply because we disagreed with 
his policy views. Policy is what that 
position is. It is the policy position of 
the Pentagon. This should be obvious 
to anyone who paid attention to the 
confirmation of President Biden’s 
nominees for Secretary of Defense and 
Deputy Secretary. We got through both 
of them quickly. I don’t remember a 
time when any new administration got 
the two very significant positions of 
Secretary of Defense and Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense so fast. We got them 
in record time. There are some things 
that we disagree with policywise, but 
we supported their confirmation, as did 
most of my Republican colleagues, for 
one reason: They were eminently quali-
fied. I am talking about the Secretary 
of Defense and the Deputy Secretary. 
Both of them were eminently qualified, 
with long track records of bipartisan 
cooperation and strong professional 
judgment. I have dealt with both of 
them for many, many years. 

In fact, we expedited the nomination 
to give the President his national secu-
rity team just about as quickly as we 
could. Republicans may disagree with 
him, but we can work with them very 
well. 

Unfortunately, the same cannot be 
said of Colin Kahl. The national secu-
rity problems we face are wicked and 
complex. We wrestle with them con-
stantly on this committee. 

What I cannot support are nominees 
who reduce complex national security 
conversations to partisan sound bites. 
For instance, as many of my colleagues 
will recall, back in October of 2019, Re-
publicans and Democrats disagreed 
about our policy in Syria. When Presi-
dent Trump announced a full U.S. 
troop withdrawal from northeastern 
Syria, some of our colleagues worried 
about extended deployments. This is a 
reasonable concern because here is how 
Dr. Kahl chose to characterize it: Re-
publicans are ‘‘the party of ethnic 
cleansing,’’ he wrote. He actually said 
that. He said that publicly. 
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