
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1957 April 15, 2021 
[Rollcall Vote No. 152 Leg.] 

YEAS—49 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—45 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
McConnell 

Murkowski 
Paul 
Risch 
Romney 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—6 
Marshall 
Moran 

Portman 
Rounds 

Sanders 
Tillis 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

SCHATZ). The majority leader. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MOTION TO DISCHARGE 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, pursu-

ant to S. Res. 27, the Judiciary Com-
mittee being tied on the question of re-
porting, I move to discharge the Senate 
Judiciary Committee from further con-
sideration of the nomination of Vanita 
Gupta, of Virginia, to be Associate At-
torney General. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the provisions of S. Res. 27, there will 
now be up to 4 hours of debate on the 
motion, equally divided between the 
two leaders, or their designees, with no 
motions, points of order, or amend-
ments in order. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority whip. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to ask the Chair for clarification. 
It is my understanding there is 4 hours 
of debate, evenly divided between the 
Democrats and Republicans, on the dis-
charge petition. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, be-
tween the leaders or their designees. 

Mr. DURBIN. And either side can 
yield back; is that correct? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is 
correct. 

Mr. DURBIN. Thank you. 
Mr. President, let me be the first to 

rise today on our side and say that I 
am in strong support of the nomination 
of Vanita Gupta to be the Associate 
Attorney General. 

The Justice Department has not had 
a Senate-confirmed Associate Attorney 
General in over 3 years because Presi-
dent Trump never put forward a nomi-
nee. The No. 3 position in the Depart-
ment of Justice has been virtually va-
cant of a Senate-confirmed nominee for 
3 years. 

That position, by definition, oversees 
the Department’s civil litigation com-
ponents. This is no small deal. It is a 
big deal. The Department of Justice 
needs and deserves to have full leader-
ship in place. 

Vanita Gupta will be the first woman 
of color and the very first civil rights 
attorney to serve as Associate Attor-
ney General. This historic nominee is 
also exceptionally well qualified. She is 
a veteran of the Justice Department. 
She has a proven record of working 
across political and ideological lines to 
uphold the rule of law in a nonpartisan 
fashion. I don’t believe President Biden 
could have picked a better nominee. 

Vanita Gupta first joined the Justice 
Department shortly after the shooting 
death of Michael Brown by a police of-
ficer in Ferguson, MO. I remember it. I 
am sure many of my colleagues do as 
well. It was a difficult moment for 
many. As the head of the Department’s 
Civil Rights Division, Ms. Gupta 
worked closely with all of the stake-
holders involved in police reform: com-
munity leaders, civil rights leaders, 
and law enforcement. 

Not only did Ms. Gupta implement 
meaningful reforms in Ferguson, MO, 
and other cities, but she did so by help-
ing to repair the relationship between 
law enforcement and the communities 
they serve. Can you think of a better 
qualification at this moment in time in 
our history? 

Sadly, in recent days, our Nation has 
been rocked by controversial police 
shootings. Vanita Gupta is exactly the 
type of person we need at the Justice 
Department at this very moment. One 
strong piece of evidence is the incred-
ibly broad range of support her nomi-
nation has received. When you say the 
words ‘‘civil rights lawyer,’’ you say, 
‘‘Oh, way off on the left. I will bet she 
is out of touch with reality.’’ 

Not so. It is not just the civil rights 
groups that support her. Her nomina-
tion has the support of virtually every 
major law enforcement organization in 
the country. I want to repeat that be-
cause in the ensuing several hours, 
when we will discuss the discharge of 
her nomination, there will be asser-
tions made which do not acknowledge 
the obvious. 

Vanita Gupta has the support of vir-
tually every major law enforcement or-
ganization in the country, including 
the Fraternal Order of Police, the Na-
tional Sheriffs’ Association, the Major 
Cities Chiefs Association, and the 
International Association of Chiefs of 
Police, just to name a few. 

I can read numerous quotes from law 
enforcement groups praising Ms. 
Gupta. I am going to read one. In a let-
ter to the Senate, David Mahoney, 

President of the National Sheriffs’ As-
sociation, said: 

‘‘I strongly believe that Ms. Gupta is 
exactly the type of leader who is need-
ed in the Justice Department today. 
She possesses immense credibility 
among law enforcement leaders and 
community leaders.’’ 

Immense credibility, with both law 
enforcement and community leaders. 
Isn’t that exactly the type of person we 
need in the Department of Justice at 
this moment in history? 

It comes as no surprise when you 
look back on her background. Through-
out her career, Ms. Gupta has worked 
across the partisan divide, forming 
broad coalitions to get things done 
when people said it was impossible. A 
great example of this is criminal jus-
tice reform. Over a number of years, 
Vanita Gupta partnered with numerous 
conservatives—certifiable, reported 
conservatives. Let me give you a cou-
ple names: Grover Norquist; Mark Hol-
den, the former general counsel of 
Koch Industries. 

These efforts helped lay the ground-
work for the passage of the FIRST 
STEP Act, a bill which I worked on 
with Senator GRASSLEY, Senator LEE, 
Senator WHITEHOUSE, Senator CORNYN, 
a number of Democrats, CORY BOOKER 
included. We put together a bipartisan 
bill, signed into law by the President of 
the United States. 

Vanita Gupta was part of that effort. 
She knew how to put Republicans and 
Democrats at the table and come up 
with a reasonable compromise. Isn’t 
that exactly what we need at this mo-
ment in history? 

The Judiciary Committee has re-
ceived so many letters from Repub-
licans supporting Ms. Gupta’s nomina-
tion that I only have time to scratch 
the surface. Former Republican Con-
gressman Tom Coleman, whom I served 
with in the House, put it very well. He 
represented Missouri’s Sixth Congres-
sional District for 16 years. He under-
stood the challenge of Ferguson, and he 
understands the record of Vanita 
Gupta. Here is what he wrote: ‘‘Ms. 
Gupta is a person who seeks the com-
mon good, without concern for partisan 
gamesmanship.’’ 

He added: ‘‘I urge you, my former 
colleagues, to recognize the truth with 
respect to Vanita Gupta: She is an 
ideal public servant. She possesses wis-
dom and an ability to work across par-
tisan lines.’’ 

Ms. Gupta has spent her career fight-
ing to uphold the rule of law, almost 
always on behalf of those who had lit-
tle power or little money. In her pre-
vious tenure at the Justice Depart-
ment, Vanita Gupta undertook criti-
cally important work. In addition to 
police reform, she led efforts to pros-
ecute human trafficking, combat reli-
gious discrimination, and protect the 
rights of servicemembers to ensure 
that they didn’t have to be worried 
about being taken advantage of finan-
cially while they were protecting our 
Nation. 
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